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First-class African Dream
Sney Rivier Lodge – Namibia
Untouched nature. Breathtaking landscape. Total relaxation.
Situated at the base of the Khoma Highlands, Sney Rivier Lodge
enjoys a unique ambience. The lodge pampers you with the
highest levels of luxury while being in the middle of the
Namibian bush. Make your African dream come true
in one of the most beautiful lodges of Namibia!

Blaser Safaris GmbH: Europastr. 1/1 · A-7540 Güssing
Phone: +43 (0) 3322 / 42963 - 0 Fax.: +43 (0) 3322 / 42963 – 59
info@blaser-safaris.com · blaser-safaris.com
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www.nakara-namibia.com

NAKARA SWAKOPMUND
The Arcade, Tel/Fax: +264 64 405 907
NAKARA SHOP WINDHOEK
Independence Ave 131, Gustav Voigts centre
Tel: +264 61 224 209
NAKARA FACTORY WINDHOEK
3 Solingen Str. Northern Industrial
Tel/Fax +264 61 429 100
Email: info@nakara.na
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Life's about
making memories...
Namibia by Legacy

Life's about
making memories...
Namibia by Legacy

Namib desert, Swakopmund

Book YOUR unique experience with us!

Book Now.
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www.LegacyHotels.com

www.LegacyLifestyle.co.za
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Promotion valid from 09th November 2019 – 09th February 2020
For more information, visit your nearest Teleshop
or Call us Toll Free on 1100.
Terms and Conditions Apply
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Editor's Note
The record for the most expensive single bottle
of wine ever sold, apparently goes to an imperialsized bottle (about 6 litres) of 1947 Cheval Blanc.
This famed Saint-Émilion wine, was purchased in
2010 by a private collector at a Christie’s auction in
Geneva for 192,000 British pounds. (R3, 613, 697 at
the time of writing.)
In 1998, approximately 2,000 bottles of 1907
Heidsieck MCC were discovered aboard a Swedish
ship wrecked off the coast of Finland. The ship had
initially been destined for the Imperial Court of Tsar
Nicholas II of Russia, when a German submarine
apparently ‘intervened’ in 1916, and disrupted
its plans and assumed desire not to become a
submarine itself. Despite the fact that so many of
bottles were recovered, some still sold for as much
as $275,000. (R3, 968, 415 apiece, or calculated
as price per glass: $55,000 (R793, 683 at time of
writing).
This made me wonder: Had it not been for the
fascinating story accompanying those bottles, and
many eye-wateringly expensive ones like them,
and their obvious attraction of packaging (I assume
the Tsar’s bottles were by the time of their discovery
au natural, and devoid of a pleasing label singing its
praises) would such prices ever be feasible?
Put another way – does a $450 million Da Vinci
painting (yep, that was the price fetched on auction)
make it any more pleasing from an aesthetic,
emotional or intellectual perspective, than art
that one really likes – art that actually causes the
pleasing and strong emotions to the viewer that
the artist had pretended to convey?

What if we could redefine the very yardstick by
which we measure wine, art, food, perfume and the
like? Would we – and the investors who are able –
still have paid almost R4 million for a bottle of wine
- had they simply been offered a blind tasting, not
knowing the history? Sobering thought, no?
This is perhaps what makes the Michelangelo
Awards so fascinating: The ONLY yardstick used
by the panel of international judges who hails
from 5 continents, and who descend on the lovely
Stellenbosch annually to judge the Michelangelo
entries, are sight, smell, and taste.
All Michelangelo wines and spirits are tasted blind,
and right there lies the great equaliser: No amount
of awe–inspiring packaging, clever word play,
lovely labels, heavy crystal glass bottles, strange
brown envelopes passing ownership, or near death
experiences at the hand of a German submarine or
Lagos taxi can have any influence on the judges –
whatsoever. Wines & spirits are tasted blind, and by
random number only.
This led to an evil, mischievous thought: Would it
not have been ever so fascinating to sneak a bottle
of that Heidsieck MCC into the fray, and see the
outcome in any Michelangelo Awards line-up?
Would unsuspecting balance sheets go boom or
bust as a result? Fascinating thought, no?
Wishing all our readers a wonderful February!

Mynard Slabbert
Publishing Editor
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Grootberg Lodge
It’s Namibia’s first middle-market establishment 100
percent owned by the #Khoadi//Hoas conservancy
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Karoo Calling
The Karoo is currently in the vice-like grip of its worst drought in
220 years
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THE WILD HORSES OF THE NAMIB
The controversial topic of the disappearing wild horses
of the Namib was on the tip of many conservationists’
tongues. These horses, imported from overseas during
German occupation, were abandoned and became part of
the landscape. Over time, as some of the last existing wild
horses and symbols of freedom, they also became a major
tourist attraction.

THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH
The vast expanses of Namibia are best experienced in
the south. Gondwana Collection has a multitude of lodges on offer to become one with the untouched nature.
Discover them in this video close to Namibia’s major
attractions – from the Namib to the Kalahari, the largest
canyon in Africa in the deep south, and the wild horses at
Klein-Aus Vista.

KLEIN-AUS VISTA
Klein-Aus Vista, nearby the tiny village of Aus, is more than
just an ideal base for visiting Lüderitz, the ghost town of
Kolmanskuppe and to witness some of the last wild horses
on earth. It is the adventurer’s playground with activities
that will keep you busy for days on end, such as mountain
biking and hiking.

DESTINATION NAMIBIA
Gondwana believes in Namibia and her beautiful people,
which is why promoting Namibia as a whole is on the
forefront for this leader in tourism. Find out what makes
Namibia such a special place and get to know the fascinating cultures.

SAFARI2GO – SOSSUSVLEI SHUTTLE
If you only have three days to explore the south,
Safari2Go has got your back. Jump aboard as an experienced guide takes care of the rest. If you want to do
a longer trip throughout Namibia, but you are not up for
a self-drive safari, opt for Safari2Go’s 10-day shuttle tour.
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Grootberg Lodge
Perched on the rim of Namibia’s Etendeka Plateau, Grootberg Lodge stands sentinel over the
Klip River Valley. It’s Namibia’s first middle-market establishment 100 percent owned by the
#Khoadi//Hoas conservancy

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs by Arthur Peuckert
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E

mbedded into the landscape, Grootberg Lodge and its chalets are strung along the edge of the
Etendeka Plateau, providing guests with breathtaking views over the Klip River Valley. Twelve
thousand hectares have been set aside by the #Khoadi//Hoas community for conservation and
tourism, so for travellers making the journey between Etosha and Swakopmund, Grootberg Lodge
provides the ideal midway stopover. But this Lodge is way more than a stopover, it’s a destination, one
which allows guests to experience the wilderness of Damaraland.
Grootberg Lodge was built in 2005 in collaboration with the local #Khoadi//Hoas community. Your
hosts are members of that conservancy, and you’ll enjoy becoming acquainted with their traditions.
Eco-tourism is the main focus at Grootberg Lodge. Through active conservation, desert elephant,
rhino and even lion still roam free in this landscape, one rich in geological and botanical wonders.
Grootberg’s expert guides and local trackers are part of this hospitable team, there to ensure you reap
the rewards of this wonderful experience.
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The Lodge consists of fourteen twin and two family chalets, all
built from natural materials and powered by the sun. These highly
comfortable en suite rock and thatch chalets, each with their own
small, private decks, are tucked perfectly into the landscape. Be
prepared for the Black Eagles which hunt just below your private
deck.
In the communal area, enjoy sundowners on the expansive deck
or a refreshing swim in the infinity pool overlooking the splendour of
the valley below. At Grootberg Lodge, you’ll wine and dine very well;
in winter, a blazing fire wards off the chilly nights.
Activities while staying at Grootberg, are plentiful. Hikes led by
experienced guides and trackers, take you on a search for one of
the planet’s most endangered species, black rhino. The team takes
you in an open 4x4 game vehicle into Black Rhino territory, and part
of the tracking takes place on foot (between 1 to 3 hours walk at
the most) – nobody under the age of 16 is permitted to join this
activity. It’s almost a full day, and reasonably strenuous, so a degree
of fitness is required…but it’s so worthwhile.
Elephant tracking is one of Grootberg’s most popular activities.
A guide assisted by a tracker takes you out into the surrounding
conservancy in search of the elusive desert elephants.
Morning and evening scenic drives across the plateau are
designed for those passionate about their photography, and for
those who love to discover the rich plant and animal life that thrives
there. While traversing the plateau, chances are good you’ll come
across a wide variety of springbuck, zebra, kudu and oryx – with
luck, you may see the shy klipspringer, jackal, and occasionally
leopard and lion.
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The largest waterfall in Africa is the Victoria Falls; it is 108 meters high and
1.6 km wide.
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N$ 296 Nissan Almera
PER DAY

MAN

FROM

Explore the beautiful
FEBRUARY 2020
landscapes of Namibia

FROM

For the Moringa guided walk, you’ll be met after breakfast by
your guide for an early start to explore the plateau on foot. You’ll
see and learn about the local flora, the amazing sedimentary and
volcanic rock formation of the Etendeka Mountains, and perhaps
encounter the wildlife living on the plateau.
What about a sun cycle tour? Absorb the scenery of the
Grootberg Conservancy while enjoying the environmentally friendly
solar bikes with your Grootberg guide.
Guests are encouraged to join the Damara cultural tour, where
you’ll be guided through surrounding conservancy farms, visiting
authentic homesteads of the Damara people – that’ll allow you the
exclusive opportunity to spend time with your hosts, understanding
their origins, cultures, traditions and their approach to humanwildlife conflict farming within the harsh desert conditions.
And if that isn’t enough…at Grootberg Lodge, you have an entire
spa menu of heavenly treats…wonderful for a little TLC after a hike
or game drive.

N$ 592 Nissan Double Cab NP300 4x4
PER DAY

MAN

Group C

FROM

Group DC

N$ 644 Nissan X-Trail 4x4
PER DAY
Group K

Call us:
+27 11 230 5100

Book online & save
www.thrifty.com.na

WhatsApp us:
+27 72 937 0894

CONTACT DETAILS:
Grootberg Lodge at Journeys Namibia: +264 (0)61 228 104;
grootberg@journeysnamibia.com; reservations@journeysnamibia.com.
Landing strip is at Palmwag (23km from Grootberg Lodge)
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Rental days include standard waivers, 100km's per day, Airport Surcharge and VAT. Contract
fee (N$75) is not included. Rates are subject to availability and utilisation of vehicle category.
Thrifty Car Rental reserves the right to change the rates without prior notice. E&OE. Prices
valid until end of February 2020.
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MMYYEE II SSHHAA

www.myeishanamibia.com
info@myeishanamibia.com
Tel: +264 (0)81 202 8916
Workshop
Meet artisans at work
1 Groot Tiras Street
Eros | Windhoek
Monday – Friday: 07.30 – 16.30

WINDHOEK

Hilton Windhoek
Mezzanine Floor
c/o Rev Michael Scott Street
& Sam Nujoma Drive
Monday – Friday: 07.30 – 10.30
Saturday: 09.00 – 11.00
Tel: +264 (0)81 202 8916

TRENDHAU S
Trendhaus Swakopmund
Otto Günther Courtyard
3 Tobias Hainyeko Street
Monday – Friday: 09:00 – 17:00
Saturday: 09:00 – 13:00
Tel: +264 (0)64 402 621

Journeys
OFFERING

Q UI N T E S S E N T I A L

A DV E N T U R E S

www.journeysnamibia.com
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MICHELANGELO | ART & CULTURE | ARTIST PROFILE: ALLEN HALLETT

Conservationist
And Sculptor
Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs supplied
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A

llen Hallett grew up in the highlands of Kenya - the dream life for a young curious boy - a land teaming
with elephant, giraffe, buffalo and all the other plains’ game. It was fertile ground for fostering a love of
wildlife and the environment.
For many years, Allen was a game ranger for the then Natal Parks Board in Kwazulu-Natal, where he conducted
walking trails, worked on rhino capture, and other reserve duties. He also guided safaris in Botswana, and has a
heap of wonderful – and some, hair-raising – campfire stories of his wild life in the bush.
For the past 32 years, he’s been living a slightly tamer life, sculpting mainly wild African animals and, more
recently, rare and endangered birds in bronze.
Allen believes that having worked with wild African animals as part of his job as a ranger has helped
tremendously in turning the knowledge he has stored, into outstanding three dimensional art. Today, often
accompanied by wife Jenny, he first spends hours in the bush studying his subject, then later, while working on
the piece, might even return to observe the animal more closely. He knows their habits and foibles well, and that
deeper knowledge is what allows him to scratch below the surface, and give his sculptures that edge.

21

MICHELANGELO | ART & CULTURE | ARTIST PROFILE: ALLEN HALLETT

Allen enjoys commissioned work, because it adds an additional
challenge to the project. He creates sculptures for chosen conservation
organisations and projects, so they can be auctioned or sold for the benefit
of the wild. At present he is working towards creating a sculpture of a
ground hornbill for the Mabula Ground Hornbill project, a Secretary Bird for
Birdlife SA to raise funds for grassland conservation, a leopard sculpture
called ‘Rockfig’ for the Timbavati Game Reserve, and a magnificent white
rhino to assist with funds for anti-poaching in Zululand and elsewhere.
Allen works with important Wildlife Conservation organizations on various
projects, including those involving various endangered species – he’s
determined to play a role in conservation, and as a world-renowned
sculptor, there’s no finer way than to work within his field of expertise.
Allen considered himself very fortunate to work alongside Bill Barnes,
a birding legend, and he was honoured to be asked to create a blue crane
for him. Clearly bronze is not a ‘light’ metal, so for Allen, one of the major
challenges is to give the animal or bird a quality of lightness, particularly if
the animal is in motion. One of his most eye-catching bronze sculptures
is a running white rhino that he created with just that ‘loose’ texture to
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By 1726, London had 1,500 working gin stills, and there were 6,287 places
where one could buy gin.

give the feeling of a huge animal running at great speed, only balanced on
one foot. Other commissions have included a red hartebeest, a life-size
leopard for Christies of London (and another for the Durban International
Convention Centre), a life-size cheetah called Serengeti Morning for a
Durban collector, and a magnificent cheetah was shipped to Pennsylvania
in the United States to a keen collector of wildlife sculpture and especially
African animals.
Allen has a studio in the Kwazulu-Natal Midlands, and all his bronzes
are cast by Sculpture Casting Services in Nottingham Road: “Their
attention to detail is exceptional,” says Allen, “and with that attention, you
are guaranteed a top quality piece in the best quality silicone bronze.”
Allen’s sculptures are not only collectibles by those worldwide, but
importantly for him, he’s able to give back to conservation…and that
matters.

How is a bronze sculpture made?
It’s a long, highly specialised process, which begins with the
artist and then ends with a near-scientist’s precision to ensure
that what emerges is precisely what the artist intended.
After intensive research into the animal/bird/subject, the
original is created out of clay by the artist - a silicone rubber
mould is made of that. Wax is poured into the mould, and the
artist refines the wax model. A ceramic shell is then created
around the wax model with vents and a pouring cup. It’s put into
the furnace to burn out the wax.
The bronze is then melted in the furnace at about 1200
degrees centigrade, and the molten metal is poured into the hot
ceramic shell (about 900 degrees centigrade).
The metal is cooled in water, then the shell is chipped and
sandblasted off the bronze. The runners are cut off, and the
craftsmen finish chasing the bronze with grinders and dental
motors.
The bronze is then coloured with mild chemicals and given
a wax finish, before being mounted on polished granite or an
indigenous wooden base.

CONTACT:
+27 (0) 83 400 3961 Allen;
+27 (0) 82 925 1723 Jenny;
sculptor@allenhallett.co.za
www.allenhallett.co.za
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Get the best
of both.
Conduct business in state-of-the-art conference
facilities, and unwind after a long hard working day
in one of our relaxing rooms.
Pricing
Avani Single Room: N$ 1 500
Avani Double Room: N$ 1 750
Full Conference: N$ 390.00 per person
Special valid from
14 October, 2019 – 31 March, 2020
Terms and conditions apply.

Avani Windhoek Hotel & Casino
129 Independence Ave, Gustav Voigts Centre, Windhoek, Namibia
T: +264 280 0000
E: windhoek@avanihotels.com

AVANIHOTELS.COM
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O&L

L E I S U R E

NAMIBIA’S MOST
LOVED HOTELS
& LODGES
Located in the heart of some of Namibia’s
most iconic tourist destinations, O&L
Leisure’s four properties offer guests an
exclusive experience of the country’s unique
beauty, adventure, and wildlife, while
hosting them in true Namibian style.

T +264 61 431 8000 | E sales@ol.na | W www.ol-leisure.com
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Without end…
As a ‘Hospede’ or guest of Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort in Mocambique,
you want for absolutely nothing
Words and photographs by Kathy Malherbe
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People who spend more time in the sun are likely to be happier, and happy
people are more likely to fall in love - their happiness apparently being
infectious.

F

rom Vilanculous International in Mozambique to Anantara
Bazaruto Island Resort, it’s a short flip in a little red and white
Cessna. You can be excused for wanting to give the plane a
hug. Not only because of its noddy-like cuteness but because it will
transport you both physically and spiritually from the hamster wheel
of mainland life.
The air is humid and heavy with tropical heat - as the plane
taxis, the pilot holds his door open for a welcome natural aircon. His
adroitness and the sophistication of the petite Cessna make the 30
minute flight an integral part of what is to be a restorative journey.
As he touches down, there is almost immediately a mellowness in
you, as if your DNA has recognised and acclimatised to paradise.
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The Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort is just that. A place where
you become the cossetted guests of Mother Nature, slipping into a
cocoon of pampered hospitality and the gentle and discreet service,
signature to Anantara properties.
Bazaruto is only 30km from the mainland. Seven thousand
years ago it was a peninsula, and is grateful for the tectonic forces
and tidal movements of nature which created this 36km and 7km
wide dot in the Indian Ocean.
You feel like a very privileged castaway – chocolate box cyan
ocean, white sandy beaches, warm water, an eternal supply of freshly
caught seafood, gentle and unobtrusive service and tranquillity.
Four hundred years of Portuguese control, an even longer
trading relationship with the Arabian, Indian and Malay world, and
interactions with surrounding formerly British and German-controlled
countries, may have influenced the country but now it embodies a
very distinctive Mozambique culture or ´Moçambicanidade’.
The recently refurbished beach villas are home for the next
few days. They are luxurious and spacious. It’s a fusion of indooroutdoor living and built to maximise the view. The reed thatch has
been ingeniously draped so that you have uninterrupted views of
the Indian Ocean and complete privacy. As a ‘Hospede’ or guest of
Anantara, you want for nothing.
Which means you can enjoy an outdoor shower, open your
sliding doors behind the large free-standing bath tub and wallow
in the sensation of being on your own private island. The beach
pool villas open onto a shoreline deck, sun loungers and a spacious
outdoor living area.
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The earliest known food and gin pairing occurred in 1731 - with gingerbread.

It is tempting to park here, dipping in the warm ocean in front
of you, relaxing in the infinity pool and watching the perpetual tidal
movement, the dhows gently cruising past and the fisherman hauling
the catch of the day. But there are horses to be ridden, massive sand
dunes to climb and sandboard down, Pansy Island to visit, not to
mention the gourmet food prepared by Executive Chef Donaldson,
a purveyor of fine food, a raconteur and a magician when it comes to
conjuring up delicacies. The ambrosia is ubiquitous.
A 45-minute boat ride to Pansy Island for a private picnic lunch is
a signature excursion. The dolphins are playful marshals as the boat
heads out to sea and a loggerhead turtle surfaces briefly alongside
us for a breath of oxygen. The crystal-clear waters in this part of the
Indian Ocean are home to five kinds of dolphin, humpback whales,
hammerheads, whale and Zambezi sharks and hawksbill. The boat
anchors at the reef and it’s a small slip off the platform to snorkel.
Bazaruto has a submerged oasis of protected reefs and as you focus
they come alive as tropical fish play tag in amongst the underwater
coral sculptures created by the currents.
It’s good to know that Anantara Bazaruto Island Resort is
ensuring this paradise is preserved for future generations; together
with the Bazaruto Archipelago National Park they proudly care for its
precious marine environment through a sustainable coral gardening
initiative that is the first project of its kind.
Snorkelled out, temporarily, Pansy Island is the next stop and,
considering the rarity of this sought-after shell, it’s a little like being
overwhelmed by a well-stocked candy store. The shells lie half
exposed and then are gently covered by the incoming tide. Even
though there are hundreds of them, it’s a case of ‘admire and leave’
in this marine national park (and tread very carefully).
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Benjamin Franklin was a great lover of fine wine. It is said that this Founding
Father of the United States of America once opined: “Wine makes daily life
easier, less hurried, with fewer tensions, and more tolerance”.

Chef Donaldson doesn’t disappoint and the lunch is a spread of
magnificent seafood, fruits, freshly caught fish and what became his
‘famous brownies.’
Replete and relaxed, the trip back is gentle and soporific. A
trilogy of water experiences. A quick freshen with a dip in the infinity
pool, then the outdoor shower, is an appetiser for a gratifying dinner
on the beach.
A highlight is the cooking lesson by Chef Donaldson. He conjures
up Mozambiquan prawn curry, barbequed crayfish - he is a food
magician, using the essential ingredients of Mozambiquan cuisine.
He generously shares his recipes with the star-struck, wannabe
chefs. Signature dishes included the iconic ‘Piri-Piri Chicken’,
‘Wagyu steak’, ‘Sesame Crusted Norwegian Salmon’ and ‘Crayfish
Thermidor’ cooked on Himalayan salt bricks, adding a vibrant flavour
to your meal.
Thankfully there are plenty of opportunities to generate an
appetite. A sunset excursion up the massive sand dunes – means
you earn your craft gin tasting. There is a gentle caressing breeze,
cascading wisps of sand tumble down the face of the dune. The 360
degree panorama is worth the climb. As the sun is swallowed by the
distant horizon, it’s a lurch down to the vehicle and back to the villa.
A ride along the beach on one of the five South African
boereperde (renowned for their kind temperament and hardiness).
Their gentleness is evident in the ducks nesting in corners of three
stables. Despite the horse’s size, the duck is unfazed and focused
on hatching her ducklings.
The beach ride is an unforgettable experience as the horses
canter gently along the sand. Unlike their riders, the horses are keen
to get home when we reluctantly turn around. It’s a case of ‘hold
your horses’ as they canter towards the stables. My steed’s name,
Myaarst, is recalled, painfully in the next two days.
Which is why a visit to Anantara Spa is a godsend. It is built at
the top of the cliff and the spaciousness and design mean it is a
serene and healing sanctuary.

A restorative massage is followed by sundowners on the deck.
You can enjoy invigorating experiences in the ice pool, wet room,
hydrotherapy pool and rhassoul chamber. From this ‘eyrie’ you have
an expansive view of the ocean and islands for kilometres out to sea.
It is unsurprising that the Anantara Spa was named Mozambique’s
Best Resort Spa in 2019.
The name ‘Anantara’ is taken from an ancient Sanskrit word
meaning 'without end'. And you do wish the island experience
would be eternal – to stay forever immersed in the tranquil rhythm
of the island.

HOW TO GET THERE
Airlink: Airlink is a privately owned and funded entity. It
operates as a Regional Feeder Airline, connecting travellers to
more than 55 routes within Southern Africa and St Helena Island.
Route Specific Information: Direct scheduled flights from
Johannesburg and Nelspruit to Vilanculos, Mozambique.
Frequent Flyer Programme: Airlink is a member of South
African Airways Loyalty programme - Voyager.
Wine onboard: Whether you are celebrating the start of your
journey to Bazaruto Island or raising a toast to your hosts,
Anantara, on the return flight, you can be assured that you will
be drinking an award winning wine. SA Airlink only serves wines
on their flights that carry the coveted Michelangelo awards.
They believe only the finest is good enough for their guests on
Africa’s finest airline.
Discover more: www.flyairlink.com
BOOK DIRECT:
https://www.flyairlink.com/destinations/flights-to-vilanculos
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A Michelangelo Medal is
your guarantee of worldclass quality!
The Michelangelo International Wine and Spirits awards is the largest competition of its kind in Africa. In terms of industry support,
it receives more entries than any other South African-based wine and spirit competition. It has several distinguishing features,
among others the fact that entries are received not only from South Africa, from 12 other top wine and spirit producing countries
internationally. Approximately 20% of Michelangelo’s annual entries are received from top overseas producers, like Italy, Nieu Zealand,
Czech Republic, China and others. To win a Michelangelo Awards is incredibly hard. Only the top third of entries received annually,
receive Michelangelo medals. A Michelangelo Award is your guarantee of sublime, world-class quality! Here is a selection of some of
the superb winners.

Bidvest Car Hire Chardonnay Trophy

ACS Methode Cap Classique Trophy

La Vierge Wines

Van Loveren Family Vineyards

The wine shows clean lines of minerality, citrus and
yellow flower notes on the nose. This is supported
with the creamy almond and white chocolate
aromas derived from the oak. The wine has a full,
textured palate that shows the delicate power that
Chardonnay possesses. It has a balanced richness
that finishes in a clean, mineral undertone that
lingers on the palate.

Van Loveren’s single vineyard Christina range
highlights the rich story of the Van Loveren ancestor
who arrived in the Cape in 1699. The award winning
range is renowned for its elegant Méthode Cap
Classique with refined bubbles. Indulge in the
Christina MCC Brut NV, an elegant sparkling blend of
Chardonnay and Pinot noir characterised by upfront
lime and citrus flavours.

www.lavierge.co.za

www.vanloveren.co.za

Multi Color Corporation Top Scoring Wine Grand Prix

Kuehne & Nagel Chenin Blanc Trophy

Groot Constantia Chardonnay 2018

Mariette Chenin Blanc 2018

Apogee Chardonnay

Christina Methode Cap Classique Brut NV

Groot Constantia Wine Estate

Le Belle Rebelle

The 2018 Chardonnay shows lemon and toasted
almonds on the nose, with hints of vanilla and orange
blossom. The palate shows great complexity with
citrus and caramel flavours and a long, creamy finish

A pale straw colour with a bright golden tinge. Soft
floral and tropical fruit aromas such as honeysuckle
and melon on the nose, as well as lightly wooded
elegance with undertones of vanilla and spice. The
palate is loaded with stone fruit, figs and a of hint
citrus, which culminate in a crisp acidity and long
finish. A truly well-balanced beauty that makes this a
winemakers’ selection.

www.grootconstantia.co.za

www.lebellerebelle.com
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Bidvest Lounges Cape Blend Trophy

African Cellar Suppliers Pinot Noir Trophy

Rooiberg Winery Cape Blend 2015

Pinot Noir 2017

Rooiberg Winery

Elgin Vintners

This wine is the pride of Rooiberg – handcrafted and
blended by our own award winning winemakers, with
specific attention to keeping the noble red varietals
well balanced and structured. This wine is specific
in nature and represents a true Cape Blend. Can be
enjoyed with venison or mild lamb curry.

Clear, bright garnet in colour with plush aromas of red
cherries, strawberries, some fine herbal notes and a
hint of tobacco on the nose. Fruit forward, generous
red cherries and a touch of meatiness follows on the
palate. This wine reveals a complex and well-rounded
mouthfeel with a persistent, lingering and smooth
finish.

www.rooiberg.co.za

www.elginvintners.co.za

Multi Color Corporation Dessert Wine Grand Prix

Best Vodka

Boplaas Cape Vintage Reserve 2009

Blomendahl Vodka

Boplaas Family Vineyards

Blomendahl Vineyards

A quartet of old vine Portuguese varietals – Tinta
Barocca, Touriga Nacional, Souzão & Touriga
Francesca – combine in this inky black wine bursting
forth with a bouquet of crushed black berry, bramble,
tart cranberry, kirsch, purple plums with bright
All-spice top notes intermingled by fynbos, apricot,
savoury undercurrents, liquorice and wine spirit.

Blomendahl Vodka is a premium grape-based vodka
which was crafted from barrel aged wines, some aged
for over 7 years. It was then distilled to perfection
before being aged in steal tanks for over 8 years until
finally being blended with our mountain spring water.

www.blomendahl.co.za

www.boplaas.co.za

Tsogo Sun Hotels Cabernet Sauvignon Trophy

Michelangelo Most Innovative Spirits Trophy

Erica Cabernet Sauvignon 2016

Mutiny Rooibos Bitters

Raka Wine

West Coast Distillers

Complex nose of fruitcake, plum , dark chocolate and
tobacco while a balanced palate adds blackcurrant
and cherry characters with a lingering full finish.

The balance between bitter, sweet and rooibos.
Handcrafted and botanically infused in Langebaan,
South Africa. Our process is natural, with the end
result of flavourful possibilities to enhance any drink.

www.rakawine.co.za

www.wcdistiller.com
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OF THE NAMIB
There’s little to compare to a wild horse
thundering across the plains, the wind whipping at its
mane and dust exploding under its hooves . . .
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Wild horses evoke a feeling of unbounded
freedom. They pull on our heartstrings and
lift our spirits. Namibia’s small population of
wild horses have that effect as they canter
to the waterhole to quench their thirst in
the vast and sandy swathes of the Namib
Desert.
Living in accordance with the land and its
seasons, this hardy century-old population
of wild horses resides in the Namib Naukluft Park near Aus in southern Namibia. Like
virtually all the pockets of wild horses on
the planet (except one), the Namib horses
originated from domestic stock.

‘There’s something about the outside of a horse
that is good for the inside of a man.’
Winston Churchill
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The horse, Equus caballus, adapted through its
long evolutionary history to run swiftly on long
legs across wide open plains. Horses lived a wild
existence before they were domesticated on the
Eurasian steppes approximately 6000 years
ago. Since then, horses have been in service to
humankind and have paid a high price. They
were used for exploration, transport, industry
and war, and more recently for recreation. Civilisation was carried on the horse’s back until the
motorised world put them, literally, to pasture.

Kubub stud farm

For many years the
origins of Namibia’s wild
horses were shrouded
in mystery until research
revealed that the core of
the population originated from the Kubub stud
farm, where they were

German troops at Garub

bred for the Lüderitz racetrack and surrounding
diamond fields. Abandoned during the tumult of
World War I, they followed the seasonal water
sources until they reached Garub, 30km away,
where a borehole maintained for the steam
trains provided a permanent source of water
in the desert. Here they met up with a smattering of military horses that had been left behind
after the Union of South Africa base at Garub
was bombed by retreating German troops.

info@klein-aus-vista.com
www.gondwana-collection.com
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The horses found refuge in the prohibited
diamond mining territory, the Sperrgebiet. They
remembered their ancient roots and reclaimed
their freedom, forming family groups and
existing with all the natural dynamics of horses
in the wild. Finding themselves in the waterless
expanses of the Namib Desert, they adapted
their behaviour to drink less regularly, tolerating a certain amount of dehydration, something
that would be extremely stressful to a domestic
horse.

of abundance and drought that prevail in the
desert. It has seen years of plenty, when rain
blesses the desert and green grass blows in
waves across the desert floor, and it has persevered in years of drought, which have tempered
its gene pool and kept numbers low according to the carrying capacity of the land. During
these more severe periods, the horses persist
until the rain returns and new grass emerges,
at which time they rapidly gain condition.
This has been the case up until the most
recent drought which finally broke last year,
and the horses would have responded as they
had done in the past, with the old and sick
succumbing and the middle group enduring.
But, in 2012 an unforeseen factor entered the
Garub arena, a clan of spotted hyena. Over the
subsequent years, wild horse numbers plummeted from 286 to a mere 73 individuals, as
the hyenas predated on the horses, putting the
population in jeopardy. Not one foal survived as
the horses were targeted one by one.

In the late 1980s a section of the Sperrgebiet,
which included the Garub waterhole, was incorporated into the Namib Naukluft Park. Several
years later a viewing hide was built overlooking
the waterhole at Garub, 25km from Aus. Gradually, the public became aware of the horses.
After Namibian independence in 1990, the wild
horses became one of the main attractions on
the tourist route in southern Namibia. They have
since become synonymous with the rugged,
wild beauty of the country.
The nearby family-owned Klein-Aus
Vista Lodge, part of the Gondwana Collection
Namibia, acts as their guardian in the area,
keeping a close eye on the population and
providing assistance when needed. The spirit of the Namib wild horses radiates from the
warm interior of the lodge’s reception area and
restaurant, with exquisite photos adorning the
walls and rearing horses decorating the dinner
tables.

During this period the
foundation began a
series of talks with the
Ministry of Environment
and Tourism (MET) to
convey the seriousness
of the hyena predation and to look for solutions
to safeguard the future of the population, proposing a custodianship initiative to allow the
foundation to relocate and care for the horses.

Klein-Aus Vista works in conjunction with the
Namibia Wild Horses Foundation, established
in 2012 to monitor the wild horse population,
coordinate support and administer funds
generously donated by the public to provide
supplementary feed for those times when the
horses need a little bit of help from their friends.

At the beginning of 2019, when it appeared that
the population of Namibs was in its final hour,
with no solution in sight, there was a massive
outcry from the Namibian public and horselovers across the globe. The dire situation
prompted Minister of Environment and Tourism,
Pohamba Shifeta, to personally step in, and for
the ministry to remove several of the hyenas
from the clan.

Now in their tenth generation, the wild horse
population is familiar with the regular cycles
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This was countered by wildlife groups opposing intervention in the
national park and culminated in a discussion by various groups at
a well-attended meeting held in Windhoek.
As the year progressed, and without predation by the hyenas,
new born foals managed to survive for the first time in a six-year
period. Eight foals have been born to date. All eyes watch them in
wonder. They give us hope that this special population of horses
will continue to grace the Namib Desert, to be buffeted by the
wind and warmed by the intense desert sun, running free over
the vast Garub plains.
For more information see:
www.wild-horses-namibia.com

Article: Ron Swilling
Layout: Heike Lorck

Follow the Namibs on:
www.facebook.com/NamibiaWildHorsesFacebook

www.gondwana-collection.com

A Great Escape
So much more than just another restaurant. For people
who still dream of truly great escape.
+264 61 232 457 | info@joesbeerhouse.com | www.joesbeerhouse.com
38
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Holding Page
MYEISHA LEATHER PRODUCTS
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Chobe Water Villas
An unparalleled experience

A

Conservation central
The world-famous Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier
Conservation Area is the largest of its kind
globally. KAZA encompasses more than half a
million square kilometres and spans across five
countries: Namibia, Botswana, Angola, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. It is almost twice the size of the
United Kingdom. Take a moment to think about
that… The goal of the KAZA TFCA is “To sustainably
manage the Kavango Zambezi ecosystem, its
heritage and cultural resources based on best
conservation and tourism models for the socioeconomic wellbeing of the communities and
other stakeholders in and around the eco-region
through harmonisation of policies, strategies and
practices.”
And in the heart of it all is Chobe Water Villas.

t the very heart of the world’s largest
conservation area a natural wilderness
teems with life. Tens of thousands of
elephants, countless birds, herds of freeroaming antelope. Lions, giraffe, hippos. Wildlife
abounds here.
The most dramatic sunsets cast dancing glimmers
upon the surface of a mighty river. Not far from
here, four countries meet.
This is the cradle of Africa’s wilderness, a
stronghold where animals and people co-exist
as best possible. Cultures and nature combine to
give you the ultimate quintessential “This is Africa”
experience. The gentle lapping of the Chobe
waters caress the soul, the excitement of the day
to come rising with the African sun. Welcome to
the wet, wild and wonderful Chobe.
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A sense of place
Namibia is on the northern bank of what is commonly
known as the Chobe Riverfront. Perched along its
edges are a collection of beautiful villas on stilts
over the water. Each overlooks the popular animal
grazing ground of Sedudu Island across the river, and
Botswana’s Chobe National Park beyond that. The only
thing that may possibly surpass the magnificent setting
are the villas themselves. The elegance of these openplan suites not only mirrors the natural splendour of
the region, but also offers guests exceptional luxury.

The lodge’s layout and interior design astounds, the
purpose of each conceptual choice is to awe and
inspire. Details are hidden in every nook, and the
overall effect is overwhelming. Each element of the
interior has purpose and meaning, combining in
a wonderful “sense of place” experience. There is
poetry in every detail. From the decorative support
beam named “The Spiral of Life” to “The African Sun”
reception chandelier, cultural patterns and elements
from nature and aesthetic concepts were combined to
deliver a beautiful visual symphony.
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An Experience that astounds
I sit at a table near the infinity pool enjoying a
delectable lunch. A Gin and Tonic in hand, it is after
noon so why not? All is quiet and beautiful. The view
laid out in front of me is incredible. A mighty river
and the green and brown hues of the African bush.
The soft rustle of branches swaying overhead is the
only sound I hear. And then, a rumbling trumpet
makes my head pop up. There, right across from
me, a herd of elephants graze along the edges of
Sedudu. A stretch of river is all that separates us
as we each go about our midday snack. Nothing
disrupts the view. After lunch I retire for a short siesta
on my villa’s balcony. The gentle giants are still there,
enjoying the lush pasture the island affords. Before
nightfall they will make their way back to Botswana
on the far side of Sedudu Island. Crossing the river in
single file, trunks raised high and acting as snorkels as
they swim across the Chobe. Over 160,000 elephants
call this area home, and seeing these stately Goliaths
move back and forth along the river leaves me to
marvel at their sheer size and numbers.
Immersive. That is probably the best word I can use to
describe the experience at O&L Leisure’s Chobe Water
Villas. From the second a transfer boat picked me up
in Kasane on the Botswana side and delivered me
to its deck “doorstep” in Namibia, every moment has
been a blissful and engaging journey into nature.
We luxuriate in an afternoon boat cruise, taking in
the landscape and life all around. Sundowners that
evening are paired with a remarkable sighting. A
lioness prowls the river’s edge, hunches down for a
quick drink and then acrobatically makes her way
up a rocky ridge, finding a perch from which to
observe the animal kingdom around her. We hear the
echoing roar of the head of the pride some distance
off. The riverfront is alive. So is the river. Kingfishers,
both Malachite and Pied, flit across the water. Lithe,
agile, and in the case of the Malachite colourful,
bodies reflecting in a flash upon the mirrored glassy
surface. The region is absolute bliss for birders. More
than 600 species have been identified here. Yellowbilled Storks, Openbills, Spoonbills, African Jacana,
Black, Grey and Purple Herons. Aviary delights are all
around. On a protruding limb of a giant leadwood
tree sits a Fish Eagle. Regally he turns his head
backward and lets out his iconic call. That to me is
one of the ultimate sounds of Africa. Crocodiles bask
in the day’s last rays of sunshine. The sun dips low
and the skies catch fire. Soon it is only the twinkling
reflection of countless stars overhead that dance upon
the water’s surface.
Adventure awaits
We have an early departure the next morning. A
boat takes us back across the river. Once we’re in
Botswana and atop the Land Cruiser, another epic
adventure begins. Game drives through Chobe
National Park are never short of magical. Both nature
and wildlife lovers are spoiled here. Teeming with
life, the park offers sightings of everything that could
possibly be on your “to see” list. Giraffe, kudu, impala
and buffalo. An elephant slowly crosses the sandy
road in front of us. He’s on his way down to the river…
I’m sure I’ll see him again later from the perfect perch
of my balcony.
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Apart from splendid safaris both on land and water,
Chobe Water Villas also offers visitors the option
of a Cultural Tour to nearby Kasenu Village or to
Impalila Island. Here you can marvel at the beauty of
traditional culture and engage in the wealth of history
of the people that call the area home, and have done
so for hundreds of years. A full day tour to the wonder
that is Victoria Falls is also on the menu.
In the lap of luxury
Back at the lodge, afternoon tea with flair. A
selection of tea and coffee is served in the beautiful
lounge area. We nibble on savoury delicacies and
delicious cakes as we reminisce the morning’s wild
adventure. That evening the talented chefs remind
us once again why this establishment sets itself
apart from others in the region. Dinners are a fivecourse candle-lit affair and each plate that we are
presented with both surprises and delights.
There is not an ounce of desire in me to leave this
special haven. Fine dining, lazing at the poolside
with the most ultimate of views, adventures into the
wilderness. The real world no longer holds much
appeal…
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The boma is alive with activity. The circular open-air
room, with a barbeque at its centre, is filled with the
noise of clinking glasses, laughter, conversation.
We make our way past the doorway. It’s not our party.
Instead, we settle down at a table for two outside the
restaurant, with our very own barbeque on the lawn
before us. A real Namibian braai.
Traditional black potjies are set out on a mokoro.
Pap, tomato relish and of course, the main ingredient,
delicious flame-grilled venison. There’s also a
vegetarian pasta dish, though, just in case.
I spy a young boy eyeing the tower of meringues
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Merwida
The fertile soils of the Breede River Valley near Rawsonville, South Africa, have been home to the Van
der Merwe Family and Merwida Winery since 1844

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs supplied
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Schalk and Pierre enjoy experimenting with new clones and
varietals and, as a result, Merwida shows great diversity in its
viticulture, having a selection of 32 different cultivars (62% white and
38% red). The vineyard blocks are carefully selected for the specific
wines to capture the essence of the magical terroir and are nurtured
through the winemaking process.
Magnus Kriel, head winemaker since 2000, explains what the
vision is for the Merwida wines: "Our wine styles at Merwida are
aimed at all markets. Clean, fruitful wines with good shelf life. Our
vision is to expand Merwida's brand nationally and internationally in
packaged format, as well as maintaining a healthy balance with bulk
wine supply. Ethical trade is also a major priority in order to fulfil our
social responsibility towards the whole community."
Merwida’s farms are actively working together to enhance the
living conditions and livelihoods of their workers and the communities.
Merwida is an accredited member of Fairtrade, a world leading
organization developed to help consumers support products that come
from farms certified to provide fair wages and safe working conditions.
Current major projects on the farms include: crèche facilities with
nursing rooms, community centres, improved transport, education and
skills training, and improved health care.
Merwida not only cares about its people, but the surrounding
environment too. The Winery is a Biodiversity & Wine Initiative (BWI)
Champion and is currently aiding in the conservation of 600 hectares
of endangered Papenkuils Wetland. The Papenkuils Wetland is home
to five red-listed plant species of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

ocated in the shadows of the Du Toitskloof Mountains along
the Holsloot River, the Merwida vineyards stretch over 800
hectares, making Merwida Wine Cellar one of the largest
privately owned cellars in South Africa.
The Van der Merwe family of Merwida originated from the region
of Dordrecht in the Netherlands, where their ancestors owned a castle
next to the Merwede River. “Huis te Merwede”, also called Castle te
Merwe, was a medieval castle built between 1307 and 1335. It is in
fact one of the oldest castle ruins in the Netherlands with only a 14th
century tower remaining.
It was in 1840 that Willem Petrus van der Merwe, forefather of
owners Schalk and Pierre, laid down family roots in the fertile soils of
the Breede River Valley. On 1 January 1963 Merwida Winery opened
its doors, and since then this ancient floodplain has been the home of
the Merwida Vineyards.
Like the six generations before them, the current owners, Schalk
and Pierre are continuing to develop Merwida in a dynamic yet
sustainable manner, laying a foundation of excellence and responsibility
for generations to come.
Merwida’s vineyards sit on a bed of river stone, up to four meters
deep which, combined with the rich, fertile silt deposits, has proved
conducive to robust, thriving vines.
The bottled wines are made from selected vineyard blocks that are
handpicked and capture the essence of the terroir and the nurturing
process.
The terroir is well suited to the production of superbly structured
wines that take advantage of the temperate climate. Slow ripening
allows for maximum flavours to develop and deliver crispness and
aromas synonymous with Merwida Wines. Our lush vineyards
stretch over 800 hectares and are the absolute pride and joy of
our winemakers, Magnus Kriel, Lieza van der Merwe, and Sarel van
Staden. Their great passion, combined with expert knowledge and the
practice of modern vinification methods, ensures that every harvest is
a celebration of yet another magnificent yield.

CONTACT DETAILS:
LIEZA VAN DER MERWE | WINEMAKER
T : (+27)23 349 1144
www.merwida.com
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The Landscape
Photographer
Namibian photographer Ravianus Shambeni discovered that working as a
photographer on a cruise liner, afforded him the opportunity to pursue his love of
landscape photography

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs by Ravianus Shambeni
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avianus Shambeni was born in Khorixas, a small town in the north-western part of Namibia. Today,
his base is Swakopmund.
His fascination with photography, in particular landscapes, came about in 2014 when he
was studying for a bachelor’s degree in Business Information Systems at the International University of
Management. He smiles, “I’m an introvert, so landscape photography really appealed to me.” Something
wonderfully peaceful, yet interactive about communicating with nature, rather than managing the complexities
and demands of people! It took some time before he incorporated fashion photography into landscapes.”
Ravianus had no formal photographic training, and he spent all his spare time trawling online resources,
and practising, practising, practising: “It’s the only way – it’s all about trial and error.” He describes as a major
inspiration, a well-known YouTuber and landscape, travel and outdoor photographer, Thomas Heaton from
Blackpool in the United Kingdom…and the legend, Ansel Adams.
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65 percent of Africa’s labour force are employed in the Agriculture sector,
which accounts for 32 percent of Africa’s gross domestic product.
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The proper name for the infinity symbol? “Lemniscate”!
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Ravianus has travelled extensively to countries in Europe,
North, Central and South America while working for Holland America
Line: “Under the Carnival Corporation banner, I work as a portrait
photographer on board their cruise ships, and I get to photograph
places I would never normally have been able to get to.” And he loves
what he does, because he’s done what everybody dreams of - combine
his passion with a full-time career.
He has time on his side of course, and when he’s not on board the
cruise liner, he works freelance and runs his own You Tube channel.
And the future? A grin, “I’d like to work for National Geographic, travel
the world and capture the world’s most beautiful landscapes.”
Already living in arguably, what must be one of the world’s most
beautiful landscapes – Namibia – the competition is fierce. But he’s up
for it, and knows that there’s only one way to the top – keep on
keeping on. Photon Photography Namibia is certainly doing that.

CONTACT:

Website: www.photonphotographynamibia.com
Email: info@photonphotographynamibia.com
Instagram: @itraveltheplanet and @photonphotographynamibia

55

Mauriza Fredericks
Manager: Communications and Social Responsibility

TRANSFORMING THE FUTURE
OF EDUCATION AND SKILLS
IN NAMIBIA THROUGH OUR
RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS ETHOS
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As a financial services provider, Old Mutual is celebrating ten centuries of
its operations in Namibia this year.
At the core of this significant milestone is our embedded culture of Responsible Business
in everything we do. Our Responsible Business ethos has always been to make a positive
impact in the communities where we operate, together with our quest to champion
financial inclusion, education and responsible investment.
Our 100th year landmark comes with a wealth of financial experience attained through
many weathered seasons. We will continue helping our customers to thrive, through
enabling them to achieve their lifetime financial goals, whilst investing their funds in
ways that will help secure a positive future for them, their families, their communities and
Namibia at large.
One way of making a material impact and creating meaningful change is to support and
enable the transformation of Education in Namibia. To that end, in partnership with the
Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture, Old Mutual has been incentivising the top academic
performing schools and individual learners financially for their exceptional performance in
National Senior Secondary Certificate (higher and ordinary levels) since 2012 through the
annual education excellence award.
Old Mutual, through the annual Educational Excellence Awards Ceremony, encourages
healthy competition amongst learners; recognise teachers, principals and schoolboards
for their hard work that produces positive results. This further motivate the education
community in general to strive in excellence. To date, Old Mutual has invested over N$3
million towards this prestige awards ceremony.
An equally related initiative to this is the Old Mutual Principals’ Academy established in
2013, to develop strong, and effective leadership skills in Namibian Government schools. This
partnership between Old Mutual, African Leadership Institute and Ministry of Education,
Arts and Culture has seen close to 600 principals graduated up to 2019. The Certificate of
Transformational Leadership provides for both theoretical and practical application and is
endorsed by the Namibia Qualifications Authority.
Our long-term success is closely connected to developing and sustaining local communities
who are directly or indirectly impacted by Old Mutual. As a steward leader of Responsible
Business we will continue to apply our core business resources to solve the problems facing
our communities, in a manner that creates significant incremental business value.

Scan to view the 2020 Old Mutual
Educational Excellence Awards
Ceremony
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Camping at
Boschendal?
Next month, the legendary 300-year-old Boschendal wine estate adds to its
accommodation offering of 40 cottages and suites, a – wait for it - tented camp.
It’s all about ‘living the farm’, but glamorously.

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs supplied

58

FEBRUARY 2020

A single Google® search consumes enough energy to turn on a 60-watt light
bulb for 17 seconds!

I

f you take on a new lease on life when you’re in exquisite natural surroundings, this is going to be just up
your alley. As Matt Stevens, Estate Manager at the 1685 wine estate of Boschendal, says, “Over and over
again we see that guests thrive when they ‘live’ the Boschendal farm experience, and the best way to do
that is to connect with the vast landscape of mountains, rivers, farmland and conservation areas that make this
biosphere so special. Taking this a step further, we know that our new tented camp will offer an otherworld
luxury that will help our guests disconnect and escape from the stresses of modern life, connecting with the
natural in a transformative way.
So, it’s not going to be THAT kind of camping. This is camping with a G, and it’s the very first tented camp
within the Cape winelands. Right in the heart of the Greater Simonsberg Conservancy, the seven serviced
luxury tents will offers guests something entirely unique. The landscape alone is enough to banish any blues,
but it goes beyond that – Boschendal envisages that guests will establish a connection with the biodiversity
of this spectacular region.
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It’s all about

‘ living the farm’
			but glamorously
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That tiny pocket in jeans was initially designed to store pocket watches.

Designed in neutral and earthy tones, the locally designed and built
tents will blend into the surrounding scenery. Each tent will feature a
spacious bedroom, bathroom and private deck. Boschendal envisages
guests waking to the sounds of the Malachite Sugarbirds, and stepping
out into this glorious landscape which allows one to breathe deeply. This
farm has been going for over 300 years, and ancient mountains and
rivers run through the landscape into dams ideal for swimming.
On the estate, guests will have access to a range of outdoor
experiences from horse riding, guided hikes, mountain biking and trail
running, to cellar tours, bread-making, farm tours and open water
swimming. The on-site restaurants reflect the simple farm values of
celebrating produce fresh from the earth, cooked on an open fire. Of
course, the signature sundowners.
In accordance with Boschendal’s living the farm philosophy, the past
six years have seen the property restored and transformed. It’s now
dedicated to conserve its natural biodiversity and promotes sustainable
farming.
Glamping on Boschendal starts at R9500 per tent per night, based
on two adults sharing. Rates include all food and beverage, wine tasting
and vineyard tours, hiking and farm tours, and daily yoga.

CONTACT:

T: +27 (0) 21 870 4200
E: enquiries@boschendal.co.za
www.boschendal.com
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Michelangelo
Trophy & Platinum
winners
The Michelangelo International Wine & Spirits Awards is the largest and only international wine & spirits competition on the African continent. In 2019, a total of 2,055 entries were
received from 12 countries. These entries were judged by an international panel of world-renowned judges, hailing from 5 continents. Only 28 Trophies were awarded out of 2,055
entries. These wines and spirits represent the top 1.3% of all entries received, and is, from an objective standpoint, considered to be among the very best in the world. Michelangelo
Awarded wines and spirits is now recognised in 94 countries, and is the mark of true excellence.
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Multi Color Corporation Dessert Wine Grand Prix

Boplaas Family Vineyards
Boplaas Cape Vintage Reserve 2009
Daniel Nel, Distiller and Marketing Manager for Boplaas

A quartet of old vine Portuguese varietals – Tinta Barocca, Touriga Nacional, Souzão
& Touriga Francesca – combine in this inky black wine bursting forth with a bouquet
of crushed black berry, bramble, tart cranberry, kirsch, purple plums with bright
All-spice top notes intermingled by fynbos, apricot, savoury undercurrents, liquorice
and wine spirit. The bouquet slowly unfurls onto the bold juvenile palate with more
liquorice, peach, intense black hedgerow fruits, cocoa nib and hints of scrub onto the
lengthy dry finish. Time will temper the fiery fruity exuberance of youth, slowly
unfurling the complexities of this fine Cape fortified in the decades ahead.
www.boplaas.co.za
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African Cellar Suppliers Pinot Noir Trophy

Elgin Vintners
Pinot Noir 2017

Marinda Kruger-Claassen, Business Manager and Winemaker for Elgin Vintners

Cool climate Elgin terroir delivers this award-winning Pinot Noir filled with aromas of red
cherries, strawberries, fine herbal notes and a hint of tobacco on the nose. Fruit forward,
generous red cherries and a touch of meatiness follows on the palate. This wine reveals
a complex and well-rounded mouthfeel with a persistent, lingering and smooth finish.
A touch of new oak respects the balance between fruit and tannin. A complex and
sophisticated wine.
www.elginvintners.co.za
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Tsogo Sun Hotels Cabernet Sauvignon Trophy

Raka Wine Estate
Erica Cabernet Sauvignon 2016

Piet & Josef Dreyer, Owners and winemakers of Raka Wine Estate

ERICA. Wines grown and made in the fynbos of the Cape Floral Kingdom. The Kleinrivier Mountains,
Africa's southernmost mountain range, harbour remarkable fynbos. It is world-renowned for its
unmatched biodiversity and beauty. We at Raka are blessed with an abundance of erica species growing
in the Kleinrivier Mountains. Some are common, some scarce. Some are rare endemics and some are
threatened or even on the red data list. However all of them are exceptional in their beauty. We strive to
make wine as unique as these flowers that lend their name to our premium wine range.
www.rakawine.co.za
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Karoo Calling Help us to quench
the Land of
Thirst
The Karoo is currently in the vice-like grip of its worst drought in 220 years. A vast area of 395 000 square kilometres, it is naturally arid –
receiving less than 250mm of rain per year – so much so that the word Karoo means “land of thirst” in Khoisan, its earliest inabitants.

Words by Donald Griffiths
Photographs by Derick Hanekom
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F

decimated daily and we wanted to do more to support those impacted
by the drought. This compelled us to ask our partners and friends in the
wine and rugby industry to come together and help.”
Derick Hanekom, CFO of Save the Sheep - a registered NPC started
specifically to raise funds for farmers in the Sutherland district and wider
Karoo – and a sheep farmer himself - then gave a heart wrenching
synopsis of just how the communities in the region are struggling and
what is at stake if financial assistance is not found to buy fodder and
other essential supplies. Derick said, “We are now entering our eighth
straight year of drought with the last two being particularly bad. We now
sit in a situation on the ground in the Sutherland district where we have
only 60 000 sheep left. According to the Department of Agriculture,
the district has a capacity of over 300 000 sheep in normal conditions.
Based on current cost estimates of around R1 000 per head, it will
require approximately R60 million a year to keep these remaining sheep
fed and the farmers on their land. The Karoo as we know it will be lost
forever if we fail to raise these funds so, on behalf of Save the Sheep,
we are trying to raise awareness of the issue and solicit donations from
the public, other farmers and corporations in order to help save an entire
community, economy and way of life that is generations old.”
With everyone under no illusion as to the gravity of the situation, an
auction of 26 lots of fantastic prizes commenced, all donated by various
individuals and corporates involved in the wine and hospitality industry
and compered by local wine legend and auctioneer extraordinaire,

or the last seven years in particular, rainfall has been well
below average and farmers in the region – traditionally known
for producing meat, wool and mohair – have had to drastically
reduce their flocks and breeding stock in order to cling on to survival.
Over the course of this period, thousands of head of sheep, livestock
and game have been lost in the Sutherland district alone, drastically
impacting the local economy and livelihoods of the local people as well
as the South African economy – under normal conditions the Karoo
produces one third of South Africa’s meat and Karoo lamb and wool are
prized export commodities to Europe and China.
To aid affected communities in the area and show solidarity for
the farming community of the greater Karoo district, the Karoo Calling
fundraiser was held on Thursday, the 16th of January 2020 at Perdeberg
Wine Estate in Agter-Paarl. The event brought together individuals and
corporates within the wine-producing community of the Western Cape
for a feast of rugby, wine and food.
Karoo Calling Project Manager and Perdeberg Business
Development Manager, Heinrich Venter, opened the evening by saying,
“Wine, rugby and Karoo lamb are in the hearts of every South African
community, including those in drought-impacted regions. Every day
we hear about the worsening situation in the Karoo. With the loss of
vineyards and orchards during our recent drought in the Western Cape,
which saw many going out of business, we completely understand their
suffering. In the Karoo, herds of livestock and game are currently being
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Beyers Truter. Prizes included a seven case lot of 2019 Michelangelo
Trophy Winners’ wines and spirits (courtesy of Michelangelo), a Karoo
hunting trip for four guests (courtesy of Niekerkshoop Agri Association)
and an 18l bottle of Ruste en Vrede 1992 Cabernet Sauvignon signed by
the late great Jonah Lomu and Franz Beckenbauer (courtesy of Tamasa
Fine Wine Merchants). The furious bidding that took place during the
course of the auction stimulated everyone’s appetites and a delectable
dinner of roast Karoo lamb was served, prepared by Piet Marais and Frik
Oosthuizen from the popular TV programme Laat die Potte Prut.
After the hammer sounded for the last time a fantastically generous
total of over R500 000 was raised from the auction alone which will
be donated to the agricultural associations of Niekerkshoop, Sutherland
and Vosburg to ensure that these districts can continue to alleviate the
pressure of the drought, not only at the farm gate but also across the
wider communities in which those farms operate.
A highlight of the event was an entertaining and informative Q&A and
panel discussion involving 2019 World Rugby Player of the Year PieterSteph du Toit, 1995 World Rugby Cup winner Kobus Wiese and former
Springbok Captain Corné Krige. All three commented on how the Karoo
was close to their hearts and had played no small part in their lives from
a personal and professional perspective. They also said how tragic it
would be to lose a region that was so key in just about every South
African’s life. Humorous anecdotes and valuable insights into the world of
high performance sport were shared by all three, rounding off the evening
on a very positive and uplifiting note for such a worthwhile cause.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO #KAROOCALLING, PLEASE
VISIT THE Save the Sheep (NPC: 2019\7698\09 PBO930067368)

webpage at https://freshdesigns.co.za/sheep/donate/
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We understand
that it’s about
the journey, not
the destination

Enjoy access
to 850
international
airport lounges.

Swipe to earn up
to N$1472.50
Cash Back monthly
with FNB Rewards.

Comprehensive
Global Travel
Insurance up to
US$750,000.

If your bank doesn’t offer this, contact us to meet your private banker today at
(061) 299 8447 or email privatewealth@fnbnamibia.com.na
www.fnbnamibia.com.na | Terms and Conditions apply
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WEATHERMEN & CO

FNB’s new Private Wealth Credit Card opens up a
world of benefits designed to enhance your lifestyle.

Namibia Heart Center
&

Roman Catholic Hospital
are pleased to announce the opening
of our

HEART ATTACK CENTER
at

ROMAN CATHOLIC HOSPITAL
A Heart attack (myocardial infarction) is caused by sudden blockage of the coronary artery by a
blood clot. If not treated immediately it can cause damage to the heart or death. 20% of patients
who develop a heart attack die before reaching the hospital. The blocked artery must be opened
as soon as possible, in order to save the heart and life of the patient!
CORONARY ARTERY
OPENED BY BALLOON
& STENT

CORONARY
ARTERY BLOCKED

WILL PROVIDE A 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE FOR PATIENTS WITH A SUSPECTED or CONFIRMED
HEART ATTACK.
Patients with sudden chest pains or shortness of breath should call our emergency number
at 085-911, or go directly to our Emergency Unit at Roman Catholic Hospital.

Doctors dealing with patients with a suspected myocardial infarction should call our heart attack
coordinator at 085-911, to activate the Heart Attack Response Team. The patient should be
referred immediately to our Emergency Unit at Roman Catholic Hospital.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: STATE PATIENTS WITHOUT ANY MEDICAL AID SHOULD GO DIRECTLY TO THE
EMERGENCTY UNIT at KATUTURA STATE HOSPITAL, WHERE THEY WILL RECEIVE THE INITIAL TREATMENT.

OUR TEAM IS READY
TO SAVE YOUR HEART

DM0201800315394 DS
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 Surgical results comparable with the best world heart centers
 Surgical results comparable with the best world heart centers
 Experienced surgeon in-house = safety for our patients !!
EMERGENCIES = PATIENTS WITH POSSIBLE HEART ATTACK, BLACKOUT, SEVERE ARRHYTHMIA, PALPITATIONS or BREATHLESSNESS:
Please call our emergency cardiac number 085-911 or come urgently (send your patient) to Casualty at Roman Catholic Hospital
EMERGENCIES = PATIENTS WITH POSSIBLE HEART ATTACK, BLACKOUT, SEVERE ARRHYTHMIA, PALPITATIONS or BREATHLESSNESS:
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URGENT REFERRAL TO CARDIOLOGIST = PATIENTS TO BE SEEN or ADMITTED WITHIN A FEW DAYS
Please call our emergency cardiac number 085-911 or come urgently (send your patient) to Casualty at Roman Catholic Hospital
Please send SMS or WhatApp to 0818-764-807 with the patient name and contact number and the patient will be contacted a.s.a.p.
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Please send SMS or WhatApp to 0818-764-807 with the patient name and contact number and the patient will be contacted a.s.a.p.
ROUTINE REFERRALS or APPOINTMENTS KINDLY CALL OUR SECRETARY ON 061-246-000 or FAX THE REFRERRAL TO 061-253-635

ROUTINE REFERRALS or APPOINTMENTS KINDLY CALL OUR SECRETARY ON 061-246-000 or FAX THE REFRERRAL TO 061-253-635
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 Experienced surgeon in-house = safety for our patients !!

Sudoku

source: www.sudokuoftheday.com

EASY

MEDIUM

HARD

ACROSS

DOWN

7. serene (6)
8. colour in rainbow in between blue and violet
(6)
9. this is one! (4)
10. failure to do or state something (8)
11. unplanned (11)
14. founded (11)
18. an unknown person (8)
19. goes over horses back (4)
20. album cover (6)
21. yearly (6)

1. chopping down trees (7)
2. a sad colour (4)
3. fantastic (6)
4. cultural or social setting (6)
5. protagonist of the Odyssey (8)
6. ice house (5)
12. spanish percussion instrument (8)
13. car used in robbery (7)
15. person fishing with hook and line (6)
16. form of newly hatched insect (6)
17. market table (5)
19. the ratio of the side opposite a given acute
angle to the hypotenuse. (4)

© dowedo.net/Compiled By jonhurley
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Why should your money?

Travelling the world need not be a dream.
The simple-to-understand Flexible Annuity from
Liberty, aims to provide you with a sustainable
income during your retirement. Your dreams don’t
retire, why should your money? Do your dreams a
favour, and speak to your broker about the Flexible
Annuity from Liberty.

CHOOSE YOUR INCOME

You can choose how much income you
want to withdraw monthly.

INVEST FOR GROWTH

You can select from a different mix
of investment portfolios to meet
your objective.

LEAVE A LEGACY

The Flexible Annuity allows you
to leave a lasting legacy for your
loved ones.

ADDED BENEFITS

You get an immediate expense
benefit of N$10 000 that is
paid within 48 hours.

Liberty, the Advantage of Knowing.
For more information, contact us on +061 294 2343 or visit www.liberty.co.na
Terms and Conditions Apply.

LIFE

INVESTMENTS

INSURANCE

H E A LT H
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THE TIME IS NOW
TO CREATE
YOUR FUTURE
The great things you do tomorrow start with the small steps you take now.
Take that step with Old Mutual. The time is now.

oldmutual.com.na

118570L

DO GREAT THINGS EVERY DAY
Old Mutual is a Licensed Financial Services Provider
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Nosy Be
Pemba

Ndola
Lusaka
Victoria Falls
Kasane
Maun

St Helena

Walvis Bay

Windhoek

Livingstone

Harare

Tete

Bulawayo

Gaborone

Antananarivo

Beira

Phalaborwa

Polokwane

Skukuza
Nelspruit

JNB
Sishen
Kimberley
Upington
Bloemfontein

Nampula

Vilanculos
Hoedspruit

Sikhupe
Maseru

Richards Bay
Pietermaritzburg
Durban

Mthatha
East London
Cape Town George Port Elizabeth

More than 55 routes in Africa
endless possibilities
Airlink is privately owned with more than 25 years of customer-focused experience.
As a Regional Feeder airline, Airlink connects you to the widest network and choice
of flights within southern Africa and St Helena Island. We are committed to providing
our customers with an efficient, reliable, professional and punctual service.
Choose Airlink and enjoy our gracious hospitality.

flyairlink.com

@fly_airlink

Fly Airlink
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Travel
extraordinary
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Enjoy the finer
things in life.
We realise that one of your most valuable assets is time. While
you work to get more out of every day, our highly experienced
team of experts are taking care of your needs. Delivering
valuable services, such as the very best travel insurance, having
your foreign exchange delivered to your door and securing
worldwide Lounge Key access. Welcome to a world of
bespoke personal finance.

Capricorn Private Wealth, a combined offering of Bank
Windhoek Ltd and Capricorn Asset Management (Pty) Ltd,
members of the Capricorn Group.
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