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First-class African Dream
Sney Rivier Lodge – Namibia
Untouched nature. Breathtaking landscape. Total relaxation. Situated at the base of the Khoma Highlands,
Sney Rivier Lodge enjoys a unique ambience. The lodge pampers you with the highest levels of luxury
while being in the middle of the Namibian bush. Make your African dream come true in one of the most
beautiful lodges of Namibia!

Blaser Safaris GmbH: Europastr. 1/1 · A-7540 Güssing
Phone: +43 (0) 3322 / 42963 - 0 Fax.: +43 (0) 3322 / 42963 – 59
info@blaser-safaris.com · blaser-safaris.com
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give the gift of data
with taamba
Now you can buy data bundles for
your family and friends.

gifting
Dial *682#

To Gift data follow these steps:
• Bundles
• Data gifting
• Select Bundles you want to gift
• Enter Number to whom you want to gift
• Confirm purchase

and follow the steps

Look out for taamba advance and taamba transfer.
Coming soon.
#GetThere with the connection that keeps giving
Ts & Cs Apply

mtc.com.na
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Travel
extraordinary
Nosy Be
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More than 55 routes in Africa
endless possibilities
Airlink is privately owned with more than 25 years of customer-focused experience.
As a Regional Feeder airline, Airlink connects you to the widest network and choice
of flights within southern Africa and St Helena Island. We are committed to providing
our customers with an efficient, reliable, professional and punctual service.
Choose Airlink and enjoy our gracious hospitality.

flyairlink.com

@fly_airlink

Fly Airlink
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Editor's Note
The Michelangelo masters are at work.
As the 2020 Harvest is in full swing on the Southern
tip of Africa, and as the Michelangelo Winemakers
and Distillers are plying their trade and magic in
that perpetual cycle - trying to better the perfection
to which they already hold claim, we feel ourselves
somewhat socially ostracized.
Not many of these Michelangelo award winning
alchemists can lay claim to being overly social and
gregarious this time of the year. Au contraire. From
before dusk, to well after dawn, they are ferreting
between vineyards and cellars, testing berries,
talking in Balling, crushing, (admittedly, cursing here
and there), attending to pump-overs, temperatures,
yeast concentrations and other rituals that might
have had many a predecessor fried at the stake for
dabbling in the occult.

Speaking metaphorically – and amplifying the
comparison between the Michelangelo wizards,
and our Brethren from Nippon – both have this
in common – from martial arts to pottery - to
wine and spirits making: endeavours started by
our furry, knuckle dragging ancestors with threeword vocabulary (per family) were learnt, studied
deeply, and placed on a steepening curve towards
perfection, and the ever elusive – Divine Nectar of
the Gods.
We salute our Michelangelo masters and artists,
we hold them in awe, and revere them for their
dedication, and absolute refusal to ever surrender
to the momentum of the mediocrity.
Dear readers, the Michelangelo masters are at work.
Art is being made again.

These artists are on a perpetual crusade – to better
wines and spirits that have already made the angels
sing. They are – yet again – striving to improve the
un-improvable.

From all of us here at Michelangelo Awards:
Godspeed!

In many ways, this special group of people reminds
one of the Japanese masters – in their well-known
(and respected) endeavours like pottery, calligraphy,
sword making, cooking, and martial arts: they all
have taken on human endeavours that have been
around since the year dot – and elevated it to art.

Mynard Slabbert
Publishing Editor
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Reach For The Stars
Natural Selection has just opened their 6th Namibian
property, the star-studded Kwessi Dunes
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At home at Maison
Maison Estate, a glorious boutique wine farm, where you can
wine, dine, overnight, taste
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INTRODUCING SAFARI2GO GUIDED TOURS
Now you can sit back, relax and enjoy the scenic drive
through Namibia’s breathtaking landscapes. You don’t
ever have to miss a herd of majestic giraffe because
you are busy keeping your eyes on the road, listening
to the rest of your travel party “oohing” and “aahing”.
Safari2Go is ideal for groups of up to eight adults.
Revel in the luxurious Safari2Go shuttle that comes
with comfy seats, ample space and air conditioning.

THE NAMIB DESERT’S LOVE SONG
Allow yourself to be seduced by the whispers of the
desert. Welcome to the Desert Whisper, Gondwana’s
remote retreat for two that is a secluded slice of paradise. It is already a big hit amongst Gondwana fans,
especially for romantic breakaways. Will you experience the Namib Desert’s silent love song?

NAMIBIA AND HER PEOPLE FIRST
The Gondwana Care Trust aims to increase public
awareness of projects benefiting the local community. It also serves as a platform where other like-minded people and businesses can get involved to uplift
Namibia and her people. Gondwana lodges are closely connected to their respective local communities.
Scan the QR code for more information on this topic
close to Gondwana’s heart.

FRESH OUT OF THE GONDWANA COLLECTION
Since January 2019, Gondwana has constructed four
different Camping2Go sites for avid travellers who
seek a quick nature fix but are not equipped for
camping. Another Camping2Go site is currently under
construction at Palmwag Lodge & Campsite. In the
meantime, be sure to explore the Camping2Go sites
at Namib Desert Lodge, Namushasha River Lodge,
Etosha Safari Lodge and Kalahari Anib Lodge.

THE SCENIC GATEWAY TO THE NAMIB DESERT
Spreetshoogte Pass is the steepest pass in the country
and offers astounding views over infinite landscapes.
Your rugged, mountainous journey starts here as you
descend. But be careful not to underestimate this
route, as it will require your absolute focus and slow,
vigilant driving. Scan the QR code to find out more
about why the pass was constructed.
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www.nakara-namibia.com

NAKARA SWAKOPMUND
The Arcade, Tel/Fax: +264 64 405 907
NAKARA SHOP WINDHOEK
Independence Ave 131, Gustav Voigts centre
Tel: +264 61 224 209
NAKARA FACTORY WINDHOEK
3 Solingen Str. Northern Industrial
Tel/Fax +264 61 429 100
Email: info@nakara.na
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MICHELANGELO | TRAVEL & LEISURE | KWESSI DUNES

Reach for the stars
Natural Selection has just opened their 6th Namibian property, the star-studded Kwessi Dunes
in the private NamibRand Reserve. Live the dream…

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs supplied
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T

he doors have opened on Natural Selection’s brand new property in Namibia. Set in the vast
215,000 hectare NamibRand Nature Reserve - one of the largest private reserves in southern
Africa - with easy access to Sossusvlei’s iconic rusty red sand dunes and the photogenic Deadvlei,
you’ll be in heaven. Well, pretty close. In 2012, the NamibRand Nature Reserve was selected by the
International Dark Sky Association as an official dark sky reserve on account of its low light pollution
and cloudless night skies. It is one of the best places imaginable to stargaze, to spend the night under a
canopy of twinkling stars. The guides at Kwessi Dunes are skilled at helping guests to tell their Southern
Cross from their Orion’s Belt.
The NamibRand is a vast place of awe-inspiring beauty, and this protected wilderness area is
undoubtedly a model of conservation success. For Natural Selection, it was an exciting opportunity to
contribute to the conservation of this fragile eco-system for generations to come.
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At the slightly quirky, utterly charming Kwessi Dunes, the twelve
thatch and canvas rooms measure 88 square metres inside and
out, and feature vintage four-poster beds, striped canvas walls and
a beautiful map mural feature wall. Each bedroom has an en suite
bathroom with both indoor and outdoor showers, and a shaded,
outdoor veranda. High thatched roofs and air-conditioning keep
guests cool during the hot desert days.
But by night, the rooms at Kwessi Dunes really come into their
own. Each has been designed with a special ‘star gazer’ room,
with the option to sleep outside under the African night sky. It’s
extraordinary, and you’ll love it.
The view from the lodge is spectacular, and the glass windows
and doors look out on to the undulating landscape that only ends
when it meets the distant mountains. Inside, there’s a well-stocked
bar, library area and several seating and dining areas.
When the sun rises, the camp fire is the perfect place to enjoy
a cup of Tea; in the heat of the day, the swimming pool is the only
place to be.
The days at Kwessi Dunes are about discovering the subtle
charms of the desert. Explore the area on guided nature drives,
nature walks and by quad bike. The NamibRand has long been
famous for its “fairy-circles”, mysterious patches of grass where
nothing grows. Theories abound as to why, however no one really
knows. Although the semi-arid desert may seem inhospitable, it is
still home to an extraordinary variety of species who survive and
thrive. Take, for example, the gemsbok with their white bellies that
reflect the sand’s heat, and their sophisticated vascular system that
cools the blood around the brain.
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POPULATION FACTS IN NAMIBIA Latest available population figure:
2,523,391; One birth every 8 minutes; One death every 27 minutes; Net gain
of one person every 11 minutes; The median age in Namibia is 21.8 years
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Or the bat-eared fox whose giant ears amplify the sound of
approaching predators. Gemsbok, springbok, kudu and steenbok
can be found in most corners of the reserve, silhouetted against the
red sand, while elusive leopard and spotted hyena are occasionally
seen.
A day trip to the iconic red dunes of Sossusvlei is a Must Do.
Afternoons can be spent exploring Deadvlei, an extraordinary pan
of fossilised trees that stand against the startling red backdrop of
the dunes – quite simply, a photographer’s dream.
For a completely different perspective of this extraordinary
landscape, take to the skies in a tranquil hot air balloon ride at
sunrise.
As with all Natural Selection’s projects, 1,5% of turnover goes
straight back to conservation projects which directly impact the
area. The new lodge will also make use of the latest clean and
green technology, ensuring it leaves the lightest of footprints.
Rates at Kwessi Dunes start at NAD$ 6500 per person per
night.

Whatever airline you fly and whatever class of ticket
you hold, our Bidvest Lounges are the oasis of
comfort, relaxation and pleasure for you at the airport.

SCAN & SAVE UP
TO 15% ONLINE

CONTACT DETAILS:
https://naturalselection.travel/camps/kwessi-dunes/

bidvestlounge@bidair.co.za | www.bidvestlounge.co.za
@BidvestLounge
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#BidvestLounge

#BidvestPremierLounge

For eight years, the Windhoek Light Namib Quest has been one of the most captivating and challenging
MTB events in Africa. The race has earned its place as Namibia’s premier stage mountain bike race,
created to test riders’ ability and endurance.
For six days, riders take on the 527km route starting at Namibia’s capital city Windhoek, ending at the
coastal town of Swakopmund. On some of the most challenging trails, riders enjoy breathtaking views
riding through trails exclusively accessible to the Windhoek Light Namib Quest.

18

According to the Windhoek Light Senior Brand Manager Claudia Opperman, this race
is for anyone who wants to have a challenging, rewarding and yet beautiful biking experience.

“The Windhoek Light Namib Quest is absolutely a bucket-list item.
I can’t think of anywhere in the world where one can experience
the oldest desert with the scenery, animals and the wonderful
people in it.” – Claudia Opperman

MARCH 2020
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THE RACE
The Windhoek Light Namib Quest race consists of six stages, with distances ranging from
53km to 152km per stage. The route passes through the fold mountains of the Khomas
Hochland, dropping down through the transition plateau into the famous Namib Desert,
and includes parts of the Namib-Naukluft National Park. Riders will experience some
steep climbs, radical downhills, as well as smooth surfaces in between.

At theAtendtheofend
eachof stage,
each stage,
teamsteams
are hosted
are hosted
at the atNamib
the Namib
Quest race villages to
relax Quest
and enjoy
racethe
villages
best hospitality
to relax andalong
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an ice-cold
class hospitality;
Windhoek the
Lightsizeable
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dome tents
receiveare designed
to giveworld
you the
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hospitality;
comfort
theinsizeable
some ofdome
the most
tentsremote
are locations in Namibia.
designed to give you the ultimate comfort in some of the
With only
most80remote
entrieslocations
availablein(team
Namibia.
or individual options), the Windhoek Light
Namib Quest race is for those looking for an exclusive mountain biking experience,
and for riders seeking the adventure, discovery, teamwork, freedom and reward
that only this race can offer.

Stage 1
Stage 2
Stage 3

Tsaobis
Nature Park

Start

Windhoek

Finish

Swakopmund

Stage 4
Stage 5
Stage 6

Namib-Naukluft
National Park

Stage 1 of the Namib Quest puts riders’ endurance to the test straight away. A challenging
climb awaits on the 75km route that will take you to the highest point of the race,
before descending to camp 1 for a well-deserved Windhoek Light.

Stage 2 is a 65km ride taking you through spectacular sceneries. The route passes a
couple of leopard caves and several dams, with glimpses of the notable and beautiful
rocky hills of the Khomas Hochland. Riders enjoy a shortened stage with fast downhills
and a few steep climbs.

Stage 3 comes with a degree of difficulty on the 102km route – a lengthy day in the
saddle on the quiet gravel roads of the legendary Khomas Hochland. Endurance comes
to play when riders tackle the 1319m climb after passing through the Kuiseb River on the
way to camp.

Stage 4 of the Namib Quest race is the most challenging as riders ascend 1354m from the
Khomas Hochland into the Erongo region. A beautiful transcending 80km route with some
tough climbs in the early part of the stage.

Stage 5 is a spectacular 53km ride that passes through a variety of dolomite and granite
rock formations. This is one of the most beautiful routes and provides the riders with
a well-deserved recovery opportunity for the hard push the next day.

Stage 6 takes place on the last day and is the longest ride. Fortunately, this 152km route
is all downhill and passes through the beautiful Namib-Naukluft National Park, finishing
next to the Atlantic Ocean in the historical town of Swakopmund.
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The Fifth Season
The Fifth Season is a concept explained by artist Lisa Voigts as signifying the creation of your own season.
Her work can be seen at The Project Room in Windhoek.

Words by Marita van Rooyen
Photographs by Lisa Voigts
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“

Like the rainy season… because it didn’t rain for eight years on our farm, we had some really crazy challenges
to cope with and I started to control my thoughts to stay on the ground. This exhibition is a collection of
images created in my head – my thoughts – over the past two years.” Hence The Fifth Season.
Voigts was born and bred in Bavaria, southern Germany, and obtained her degree in Graphic Design from an
institution at the Lake of Constance in Friedrichshafen, but despite her German roots, has a strong connection to
Namibia through her family farm, where she has an art studio and spends much of her creative time.
Her latest exhibition depicts works that combine various artistic mediums to visually embody Voigts’ thoughts
on the drought and life in Namibia – predominantly acrylic paint given life and lustre through beads, pencil,
charcoal, pastel or collage. A selection of images holds an obvious relation to life on the farm and tells the story of
animal survival and behaviour during the dry years. ‘Waterbuck’, “come and visit us in our yard on the green grass
in front of our bedroom, since there is nothing else left to eat”, while ‘The Last Meerkat’ personifies the “only one
that survived on our farm”.
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POPULATION FACTS IN GERMANY Latest available population figure:
83,700,959; One birth every 40 seconds; One death every 33 seconds; Net
gain of one person every 2 minute; The median age in Germany is 45.7 years

Prints, made from pencil drawings, photographic images and
illustrations, direct the mind to more serious topics such as the prevalence
of ‘African Beauty’, tending to others and environmental protection, while
other pieces are more light-hearted and personify a play on the German
words for certain creatures, like ‘Spitzenschwein’ and ‘Schmetterlink’.
In addition to her personal projects and exhibitions, the artist has her
own enterprise, “Graphic Arts”, which is aimed at helping companies be
more successful in communicating with customers in a creative manner.
She has worked with clients from Namibia, South Africa and Germany,
most recently for fashion company Marc Cain’s Spring/Summer Collection.
The entire collection, which includes “African Shadows”, “Go Wild”, “Flower
Shower”, “Ocean Splash”, “Jungle Pioneers” and “Summer Flash” , is
based on Namibian inspiration, and much of it was created in the country.
As is Voigts’ inspiration for creativity: "eye-catching designs that make
you think and stay in your head, and if it makes people smile, you’ve won.”
Her work remains colourful and uplifting, despite the questioning nature
that lies beneath the surface. During a review of one of her previous
exhibitions (“Beautiful Mind” at Pure & Simple in Windhoek, 2013), her
work was described as drawing in both the mind and the eye…with quirky
fonts and sometimes cryptic associations. Sticking to her signature style,
The Fifth Season is another clever combination of thought and creativity. It
can be viewed at The Project Room up until the 14th of March 2020.

CONTACT:
Find Voigts online through one of the following channels:
instagram @lisa_voigts
www.ga-studio.de
info@ga-studio.de

The Project Room - Namibia
32 Jenner Street in Windhoek West
theprojectroomnamibia
theprojectroomnamibia
+264 81 751 3026
Opening hours during exhibitions:
Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 1pm
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O&L

L E I S U R E

NAMIBIA’S MOST
LOVED HOTELS
& LODGES
Located in the heart of some of Namibia’s
most iconic tourist destinations, O&L
Leisure’s four properties offer guests an
exclusive experience of the country’s unique
beauty, adventure, and wildlife, while
hosting them in true Namibian style.

T +264 61 431 8000 | E sales@ol.na | W www.ol-leisure.com
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THE TIME IS NOW
TO CREATE
YOUR FUTURE
The great things you do tomorrow start with the small steps you take now.
Take that step with Old Mutual. The time is now.

oldmutual.com.na

118570L

DO GREAT THINGS EVERY DAY
Old Mutual is a Licensed Financial Services Provider
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The Marly,
all shiny and new
This luxury boutique hotel on Camps Bay’s renowned Victoria Road,
has had more than a facelift
Words and photographs by The Kove Collection
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POPULATION FACTS IN SOUTH AFRICA Latest available population
figure: 59,023,184; One birth every 27 seconds; One death every 57 seconds;
Net gain of one person every 42 seconds; The median age in SA is 27.6 years

R

einvigorated, The Marly Boutique Hotel & Spa by Paul Kovensky, MD of The Kove Collection, is
surrounded by cocktail bars, eateries and the city’s signature beach of Camps Bay. The new
Hollywood-style Baptiste Rooftop Pool, Bar & Lounge is the absolutely IN spot to relax after a
day on the beach, and is a must for sundowner cocktails.
This ambitious five-month-long renovation includes the addition of an entire new level - adding 29
extra suites to the previous 11 - more than doubling the capacity; a state-of-the-art gym; and a glorious
new spa - The Marly Spa - which offers an extensive menu of delectable treatments.
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INSPIRATION
Gregor Bremmer of Soda Design, lead designers at The Marly
during the renovation, says the inspiration for the bespoke look and
feel of the hotel was derived from the original Château de Marly in
France. The Marly is named after the Sun King Louis XIV’s decadent
countryside palace, where he and his family would escape to indulge
in a little R & R. To the royal opulence and extravagance, Bremmer
has introduced modern, contemporary elements that work well in
a world-class luxury beachfront hotel. Instead of ornate panelling,
unique panelling wallpaper…while Cloud wallpaper on the ceilings
gives the impression of ornate trompe l'oeil frescoes.
Bremmer explains that to replicate the paintings by old masters
which hung in Louis XIV’s château, Soda commissioned the services
of renowned South African artist, Riaan Van Zyl, who created a
series of contemporary portraits. Van Zyl, who is based in the
Western Cape town of Riebeek Kasteel, has his work hanging in
prestigious art collections all over the world. The works done for The
Marly are all charcoal sketches on Fabriano paper, and there are over
120 pieces by him displayed in the hotel.
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POPULATION FACTS IN CHINA Latest available population figure:
1,437,274,638; One birth every 2 seconds; One death every 3 seconds; Net
gain of one person every 6 seconds; The median age in China is 38.4 years

Other whimsical elements are Delft inspired hands mounted on
the wall next to each room which hold up the room numbers. “These
hands are a quirky twist on what would have once been a doorman
stationed at his post to show guests where to go. Each one has
been hand painted in unique intricate blue designs by young upand-coming South African artist Sebastian Theart.” This Namibian
born, self-taught artist is based in Somerset West in the Western
Cape, and is drawing both local and international attention.
EAT YOUR HEART OUT
Breakfast for hotel guests is provided at sea-view restaurant
Bilboa, which also offers in-room dining. Guests make themselves at
home at the eateries situated in and around The Marly, including la
Belle for bistro fare and fresh baked pastries; popular seafood spot
Paranga; and Surfshack, a brand new chic beach style diner offering
a menu that includes casual sea fare as well as wood fired pizzas
and gourmet burgers.
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The Tourism Industry is the largest global industry, with a global economic
contribution of US 7.6 Trillion per annum! China remains world’s top
tourism spender, contributing USD 261 Billion per annum.

SKY HIGH
Rooftop venues are something The Kove Collection knows how
to do with exceptional style, and all the stops have been pulled out
at Baptiste at The Marly - with its semi-submerged pool loungers
and spectacular beach, ocean and mountain views.
Access to Baptiste and the rooftop pool, bar and lounge is
carefully managed to ensure a premium experience for guests. The
pool is open from 8am until 8pm every day; Baptiste lounge and bar
opens with full service from 11am until 8pm, for both guests and the
public; reservations in advance are required.

CONTACT DETAILS:
www.themarly.co.za; on Instagram @themarlyhotel and
Facebook @themarlycampsbay; www.kovecollection.com

WE SPECIALISES IN PRODUCING THE

TASTIEST AND
HIGHEST QUALITY

BILTONG AT THE BEST PRICES
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Tel: +264 61 272 990
Email: biltongbites@mweb.com.na
Facebook: Biltong&Bites
Sam Nujoma, Klein Windhoek

Life's about
making memories...
Namibia by Legacy

Life's about
making memories...
Namibia by Legacy

Namib desert, Swakopmund

Book YOUR unique experience with us!

Book Now.
Now
Phone:
|| Fax:
+264
Phone: +264
+264 (0)
(0) 64
64 410
410 5200
5200 Book
Fax:
+264 (0)
(0) 64
64 410
410 5360/1
5360/1
Phone: +264
(0) 61 205 5911 | Fax: +264 (0) 61 205 5205
Email:
Email: swakres@legacyhotels.co.za
swakres@legacyhotels.co.za
Email: windhoek@legacyhotels.co.za

Book Now
Book Now.
Phone: +264
+264 (0)
(0) 61
61 205
205 5911
5911 || Fax:
Fax: +264
+264 (0)
(0) 61 205
205 5205
5205
Phone:
Phone: +264 (0) 64 410 5200
| Fax:61
+264 (0)
64 410 5360/1
Email:
windhoek@legacyhotels.co.za
Email: windhoek@legacyhotels.co.za
Email: swakres@legacyhotels.co.za

Applicable to
to SADC
SADC residents
residents only.
Applicable
only. T’s
T’s and
and c’s
c’s apply
apply

www.LegacyHotels.com

www.LegacyLifestyle.co.za
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Blomendahl Vodka
is among the best
in the world.
To receive a Michelangelo International Wine &
Spirits Awards Trophy (of which only 25 were awarded
in 2019), this Vodka had to be judged best in class
out of 2,055 Michelangelo entries received from 12
countries, by a panel of 28 international wine & spirits
judges, hailing from 5 continents. This, it achieved.

HOLDING PAGE

Meet the 2019 Michelangelo International Wine &
Spirits Awards Trophy winner for Best Vodka.

BARKER & QUIN

Scan to learn more about our
other great products on offer.

BLOMENDAHL
Winery and Distillery
Karee Avenue, K4, Klipkop Estate,
Elgin/Grabouw, 7160, Western Cape,
South Africa
CONTACT DETAILS:
Benedikt Blomendahl
+27 76 725 3442
info@blomendahl.com
WEBSITE:
https://www.blomendahl.com
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A dazzling

at
N A MI B D U N E ST A R C A MP
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I woke up from one of the deepest slumbers that adulthood
has gifted me in the longest time. In the moment of first
consciousness, eyes still closed, I recognised that something was different. Then I opened my eyes to the most
spectacular colours in the sky with my bed located right
on the edge of the earth. At least that is how it felt when
I woke up on my chalet’s elevated terrace overlooking the
unsurpassed vistas of the Namib Desert at sunrise. The
last thing I remembered was counting pocketsful, or rather
skysful, of the brightest shooting stars amongst the twinkling Milky Way ... and then waking up in paradise.
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But it was not just waking up to scenery
different to the four walls of my bedroom;
something inside me had shifted too. Is this
what a soul cleanse felt like?
Tucked in under my cosy covers, the plush
pillows forming my royal throne, I enjoyed
a cup of coffee delivered at my door in the
early morning hours by the magic Gondwana elves (also known as Lance, our guide).
The action only came when I spotted the
first little dune lark, Namibia’s only truly
endemic bird. My haste to get to my camera almost made me spill my coffee. And
no, it was not because I am a little off my
rocker. For those who do not know, capturing these swift dune runners is not the
easiest feat. Plus, you do not get to see
them anywhere else in the world other than
the Namib Desert.
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As it scurried from one spot to another,
tossing around sand with its beak in search
of dune ants, which created small orange
swirls in the air, I tried to capture it without blurring or losing my subject through
my camera viewfinder as it disappeared
between dunes. There was no way that
I was giving up.
The Namib Dune Star Camp is a very exclusive, off-the-grid desert hideaway where
you can only stay for one night at a time.
I was determined ... I was going to get my
perfectly focused picture. So I spent some
more time in my bed sipping coffee (holidays are tough!), patiently awaiting my unsuspecting model’s return.
And then, victory was mine as I finally
succeeded in taking the perfect picture.
I happily sat back when I felt prompted to
take out a pen and paper to start writing.
The creative floodgates had been opened
and words came streaming in. Yes, this was
indeed what a soul cleansing felt like.
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TOP TIPS to make the most of your experience
1. Guest vehicles are not allowed at the
Namib Dune Star Camp. Check-in takes
place at Namib Desert Lodge. Jump
aboard the 4x4 that departs anytime from
4h30 pm, but details will be communicated on site. Until then you can relax in the
lush garden at the pool or have a drink
at the bar. The near absurdity of cooling
off in the pool while being surrounded by
the red fossilised dunes of the desert, will
have you in awe.
2. I recommend getting an overnight bag
from reception for the night. This way you
do not have to take your whole suitcase
into the wilderness for just a night.
3. Get ready for the Namib Desert fullbody massage as you make your way to
the isolated camp atop a dune. Keep your
camera nearby in case you spot stunning
desert wildlife, or you want to photograph

your arrival at
the haven atop a
dune. It is worth
it to immortalise
these special
moments.
4. Participate in
either the afternoon or morning dune walk.
Your guide has
a treasure chest
of interesting facts about the desert and
every creature – big or small – that calls
it home. Which critters can be found in
the desert? How do gemsbok survive in
the harsh conditions? How were fossilised dunes formed? He unveils all this and
more. You do not need hiking shoes for the
walk – I did it in flip flops.
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5. Prepare for relaxation and sundowners on
the deck, and get to know your co-travellers.
After all, you will all be sitting around the
same dinner table. You might want to pack
something warm – nights in the desert can
become considerably chilly.
6. After a regaling dinner cooked by your personal chef for the night, join your guide for
some stargazing. He will plot out each and
every constellation that is visible to the naked eye.

After my
soul-cleansing visit here,
I only have one question:

7. Roll your bed out onto the deck of your
room. “But it’s Africa – what if I get eaten?”
Nothing that lives in this part of the desert
will have the desire to eat you.

Where is the million-star
review option?

8. For the full desert experience, book your
stay at Namib Desert Lodge, Namib Desert
Camping2Go, and/or The Desert Grace.

Will you allow the Namib Desert
to woo you with its magic
and romance?

Article: Annelien Robberts
Layout: Heike Lorck

FLIGHTS
CUSTOM TOURS
VEHICLE RENTAL
SAFARI PACKAGES
ACCOMMODATION
www.namibian.org
info@namibian.org

www.gondwana-collection.com
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Private Wealth
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We understand
that it’s about
the journey, not
the destination

Enjoy access
to 850
international
airport lounges.

Swipe to earn up
to N$1472.50
Cash Back monthly
with FNB Rewards.

Comprehensive
Global Travel
Insurance up to
US$750,000.

If your bank doesn’t offer this, contact us to meet your private banker today at
(061) 299 8447 or email privatewealth@fnbnamibia.com.na
www.fnbnamibia.com.na | Terms and Conditions apply
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WEATHERMEN & CO

FNB’s new Private Wealth Credit Card opens up a
world of benefits designed to enhance your lifestyle.
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A PARADISE
WHERE THE EARTH RISES AGAIN,
FERTILE AND GREEN

Midgard Country Estate, a tranquil farmstead oasis not
too far from Namibia’s capital Windhoek, tells a story of
togetherness, family and growth. Join us on the journey as
we share a bit of our magical tale with you.
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OUR STORY
BEGINS
Although Farm Midgard had been in the List family since
1937, it was not until the early 1980s that the development
of Midgard started in all earnest. Werner List, who had first
explored Midgard as a 16-year-old in 1937, had fallen in love
with this farm at a young age. Werner was the son of Carl
List, original owner of Midgard and one of the founding
Fathers of the Ohlthaver & List group in Namibia.
It was in the early 1980s that Werner and his wife Hildegard
decided to start spending more time together at Midgard,
and away from Windhoek. From about 1982 onwards,
Midgard became a hub of activity when the couple
embarked upon a journey which popularised Midgard in a
most ingenious way.
Werner and Hildegard started inviting friends to visit for
the day and soon after that they were invited to stay for
the weekend and were lavishly entertained. The additional
rooms in the homestead as well as the rooms in the
buildings dotted around the grounds started to come to
life as they were used to accommodate overnight guests.
The couple loved to entertain and, on these occasions,
they would shine in grandeur. Some evenings, they would
have a soirée, usually in the privacy of their own home
for conversation or music, starting with sundowners and
followed by dinner. It was during this time that Werner
and Hildegard became renowned for their generosity and
hospitality.
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Midgard was also a marvellous paradise for children.
There was the hill (koppie) to climb and an easy
walk to the Swakop River where children could be
adventurous as they meandered along its banks.
The Lists’ daughter Christa also showed a keen interest in
horse-riding. To accommodate her horse-riding activities
at Midgard the facilities were enhanced and a stable to
accommodate a maximum of 12 horses was erected with a
saddle-room. Further, an observation room with overnight
facilities to accommodate a groom or a hostler for when
a horse was foaling were also available. Equestrian
competitions and horse shows were soon also held on the
farm. Furthermore, motivated by Christa, Werner imported
a warmblood horse breed stallion from Germany and
Midgard became the home to the Hanoverian horse stud.
In 1986, with the development of Otjiwa Game Lodge
and Mokuti Lodge near Etosha in 1989, Werner’s son CarlLudwig suggested that Werner should seriously consider
turning Midgard into a lodge with paying guests. It was
then that a number of thatched structures in many different
styles and shapes were erected all over the grounds.
Werner did decide to open Midgard up to the paying public
and started with this arrangement shortly after Mokuti’s
opening. The guestrooms, dining hall and Boma were built
and the grounds were slowly developed.
The train sleeper coaches and the surrounding
infrastructure was originally established at Midgard in
1996/97 or thereabout. The sole purpose of this concept
was to draw groups of school children and adults to stay
over and explore Midgard and at cheaper rates. A ‘station’
building was built in close proximity to the coaches and
accommodated the kitchen and dining room for the
convenience of the guests.

“

MIDGARD BECAME THE
HOME TO THE HANOVERIAN
HORSE STUD.

“
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BUILDING
ON OUR STORY

Today, Midgard is a well-known family retreat with beautiful
lush green country gardens, play areas for kids, swimming
pools, a private skittle alley, gym, sauna and restaurant. It’s
become a popular wedding venue or the ideal setting to host
your meeting, conference or team-building. Guests come
here for a family weekend breakaway where they can enjoy
the outdoors, game drives, hikes or simply relax in the garden.
We’re continuously adding new chapters to the Midgard
story, to keep the List family’s hospitable legacy alive. In March
2019, in celebration of the Ohlthaver & List group’s centenary,
the sleeper coaches were refurbished. We’re currently also
upgrading the rest of our buildings so we can keep telling
the beautiful story of Midgard to many generations to come.

Here’s a sneak peek of our brand-new chapter.
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Meet the
best Pinot
Noir in the
World.
Judged so, out of a total of 2,055 wine
& spirit entries from 12 countries, by a
panel of 26 International Michelangelo
judges, hailing from 5 continents.

20
18

ELGIN VINTNERS
PINOT NOIR

WINE OF ORIGIN ELGIN
SOUTH AFRICA

Our story starts in the vineyard where we
believe we have a deep connection and understanding of our vineyards and terroir.
The flavours we love in our wines are in
the grapes from the moment we harvest.
Meticulous care is taken when looking
after our vineyards which are capable of
producing well balanced grapes packed
with flavours. This process takes a whole
season to create and our role as a vintner
is to capture this flavour in every glass!

S e riou sl y Cool- Cli ma te Wi n e s
Contact details

T: +27 21 848 9587
E: info@elginvintners.co.za
www.elginvintners.co.za
Scan to learn
more about our
other great products on offer.
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Tasting room open:
Monday to Sunday
10:00 – 16:00

Prepaid

Give your home a boost with UNLIMITED 12-months super-fast internet access.
Package

2048k

4096k

6144k

8192k

10240k

Download Speed

2048k

4096k

6144k

8192k

10240k

Upload Speed

1024k

2048k

2048k

2048k

2048k

12,587

15,722

Internet usage
(N$ VAT Excl.)

Unlimited
4,130

5,786

7,067

*CPE Excluded

Sign up for a Speedlink Prepaid package for a
For more information, visit your nearest Teleshop or call us Toll Free on 1100.
Terms and Conditions Apply.
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IN CONVERSATION WITH

Justinus van der Westhuyzen,
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER OF KING PRICE INSURANCE

So, tell us how things are going at King Price
insurance?
To be honest, I think the relevance of our
business model in a world that’s constantly
changing and looking for innovative, consumercentric solutions, is perfect timing. Especially
in tough economic times. Our core is to deliver
value for money insurance for Namibians, by
Namibians, and in doing so we are waging war
on high premiums. And today, with 70 employees
and 10 000 clients, we’re smiling! Not to mention
the growth we’ve had with 5 additional offices in
the different regions of the country to service our
clients better.
How sophisticated is our insurance industry
compared to the rest of the world?
Namibia has one of the most sophisticated
and developed insurance industries in the world,

and we really do compete with the best out there.
It’s incredible how quickly technology keeps
improving, which of course directly improves
our overall service delivery. Every aspect of our
business dealings is made easier and more cost
effective, which in turn allows us to offer lower
premiums and thorough, agile claims processes to
our clients.
What’s your vision for King Price insurance?
Our 1st priority is to disrupt the Namibian
insurance industry for the benefit of the consumer.
It’s our dream to offer each Namibian citizen or
Namibian business lower premiums and royal
service, whether personal, commercial or
specialised. In the nearby future we’d like to use
our Namibian base to expand into the rest of
southern Africa, but for now we’re really enjoying
what we’re doing locally.
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The 6
International
Landscape
Photographer
Of The Year
th

The breath-taking landscape images from the winner and runners up of the 6th
International Landscape Photographer of the Year competition, were recently
unveiled. A sensational book is compiled with all winning entries!
Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs by International Landscape Photographer of the Year

P

Previous page:
Oleg Ershov, Russian Federation,
the International Landscape
Photographer of the Year 2019

rofessional and amateur photographers worldwide entered the 6th International Landscape
Photographer of the Year competition for a chance to share in the prize pool, including US$10,000 cash.
Chairman of the Judges, Peter Eastman, says, “Each year, the Awards have two main prizes.
The Photograph of the Year is awarded to the best single landscape photograph, while to be named
International Landscape PhotographER of the Year requires a set of four images. This latter is our
main prize, acknowledging the additional skill and artistry required to produce a portfolio of landscape
photographs.”
From over 3400 entries, and nearly 1000 photographers from around the world, the winner is Oleg
Ershov from Russia, who demonstrated both skill and imagination. From his home in Moscow, Russia,
Oleg says, "My passion for landscape photography is based on a love of nature, especially in places
where human intervention is not yet visible. Just being on location at dawn and watching the start of a
new day gives me tremendous vitality." Oleg is an amateur landscape photographer, funding his passion
by working for a food distribution company. Oleg's favourite destinations for landscape photography are
Iceland, Scotland and the USA's Southwest. "I always return to my favourite places because this allows
me to get to know the country better and to find new scenes and places to shoot. When I immerse
myself in a familiar environment and slow down the pace, my productivity increases many times over!
Oleg says that a photo is only good when it's on a wall, and so his workflow is focused on creating
large prints. "I make the prints myself, so megapixels and attention to details are important to me."

49

MICHELANGELO | ARTS & CULTURE | THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

50

MARCH 2020

In 2018, 16.44 million tourists visited South Africa amounted. In the same
time period, Namibia welcomed just over 1.5 million tourists.

Previous page:
Oleg Ershov, Russian Federation,
the International Landscape
Photographer of the Year 2019
Right:
Oleg Ershov, Russian Federation,
the International Landscape
Photographer of the Year 2019
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In Prague, beer is cheaper than bottled water. If it’s not, your current place
of culinary enjoyment is known as a tourist trap. Run. Or crawl away.

Previous page:
Second Place - The International
Landscape Photographer of the
Year 2019 Yang Guang, China
Top:
Third Place - The International
Landscape Photographer of the
Year 2019 Blake Randall, Canada

LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR 2019
The winner of the sixth International Landscape Photograph of the Year (awarded for a single image)
is French photographer Magali Chesnel.
Magali Chesnel says salt marshes are one of her favourite subjects. Her winning photo, titled
The Harvest of Road Salt, depicts The Salin de l’île Saint Martin in Gruissan with tiny vehicles below
harvesting the road salt. "I thought it would create an amazing abstract aerial photo, with the white of
the salt contrasting against the bright pink colours, thanks to the proliferation of a red alga, the Dunaliella
salina. From the ground, this scene doesn’t look glamorous at all, but from a bird’s eye view, it becomes
unexpected, beautiful and like a painting. "
While a native of Brittany, award-winning Magali currently works in Geneva as an executive assistant
and says she is a self-taught photographer and painter. "I spend most of my free time feeding my
imagination, by reading what’s going on in art magazines, on social networks, what are the latest
exhibitions, who are the emerging talents and which styles are being recognised. I studied Applied Arts
where drawing and painting were my favourite subjects, but I moved over to photography in 2016 after
flying over Camargue on a ULM (Ultra Light Motor) aircraft. It was a revelation, and since this flight,
aerial photography has become a need, a therapy, a passion. By observing the landscape from above,
I discovered the spectacular designs of Mother Nature which blend together to form a canvas which
never fails to impress me."

53

MICHELANGELO | ARTS & CULTURE | THE 6TH INTERNATIONAL LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

Left:
Magali Chesnel, France, The
International Landscape
Photograph of the Year 2019
Below:
Second Place - The International
Landscape Photograph of the
Year 2019 Sander Grefte, Netherlands
Next page (top):
The Lone Tree Award 2019 - Anke
Butawitsch, Germany
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SPECIAL AWARDS
There are also some special awards which change each year
to keep things interesting. The 2019 winners: The Wildlife in
Landscape Award 2019 - Ricardo Da Cunha, Australia; The Abstract
Aerial Award 2019 - Ignacio Palacios, Australia; The Snow and Ice
Award 2019 - Veselin Atanasov, Bulgaria; The Lone Tree Award
2019 - Anke Butawitsch, Germany; The Heavenly Cloud Award 2019
- Brandon Yoshizawa, USA.
THE TOP 101
The top 101 is the result of expert opinions collaborating
to curate a wonderful exhibit of the world's best contemporary
landscape photography.
Chairman of Judges, Peter Eastway says; “While humanity
concerns itself with the challenges of climate change, landscape
photographers are doing their part, revealing and showcasing just
how amazing and worth saving our planet is. As you turn the pages
of this book, we’re sure you’ll marvel at the diversity of locations
and revel in the beauty of the scenes that have been captured and
created in our world.” “The International Landscape Photographer of
the Year Awards 2019 presents 101 superb landscape photographs.”
“However, even the winners will admit there is by necessity an
element of luck to take out a top prize. In comparison, to have one
of the top 101 landscape photographs of the year is more a matter
of skill, consistency and, for many, persistence.”

CONTACT:

For all the details and winners, and the top 101 images,
visit the website and download the eBookwww.
internationallandscapephotographer.com
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A Great Escape
SCAN AND
BOOK YOUR
TABLE NOW

So much more than just another restaurant. For people who still
dream of a genuinely great escape.
+264 61 232 457 | info@joesbeerhouse.com | www.joesbeerhouse.com
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From Salesman
To Sculptor
If ever you feel you’re the square peg in a round hole, and not where you should be…
meet Namibian-born sculptor Andries Visser. He was there, and now he’s here. Listen
to his story, and marvel at his work
Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs by Andries Visser
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Before he was president, Abraham Lincoln was a licensed bartender. During
his time in New Salem, Illinois, Lincoln was co-owner of the Berry-Lincoln
Store, a general store and drinking establishment, with William Ber as partner.

S

culptor Andries Visser describes the road to where he is today, as a “long, winding and quite an unlikely
one.” Born in Keetmanshoop in Namibia, raised in Walvis Bay, Andries says although both his parents
were artistic, art wasn’t a significant feature of the home. Andries, too, was creative and had a love for
drawing, but this was never a focus and, beyond winning a prize at a regional school’s drawing competition, his
artistic talent remained mostly unexplored and undiscovered. His parents wanted him to have a respectable
career, and he had an interest and evident ability for debate, so Law became the agreed path to future success
and prosperity. “Encouraged by my parents and romanced by the idea of a penthouse and a convertible
Mercedes, as depicted by the then-popular LA Law TV series, I was sold on the idea,” says Andries. But while
doing his Articles, it dawned on him that this was probably the furthest thing away from what he should be
doing with his life. He walked away. Having always had an adventurous spirit, a rock ‘n’ roll band, an adventure
company offering rock climbing instruction, abseiling and team building became the focus for the next few
years. “I was ambitious and went full-out after everything, but I had also met a beautiful red-headed girl, who
made me dream of white picket fences…clearly, these ventures did not really make for a steady family life, not
like the one I grew up in or imagined I wanted. I needed to gain grown-up employment”
The next chapter. Andries joined a multi-national company as a sales representative, and excelled at it.
He embarked on a 17-year corporate career, married his redhead, and became a dad to two beautiful boys.
“I had climbed the corporate ladder, held a senior position in a big company, had a lovely family and was
earning a good salary, life was good. Yet I found myself less than fulfilled, subject to the mandatory corporate
stress, and staring out the window more and more. Having been through a few restructures, I had come to
realise that corporate wasn’t nearly as passionate about its people as it wanted its people to be passionate
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itch without distraction. I chose retrenchment and went after it with
reckless abandon. I decided to try and produce one of the figments of
my imagination out of wood. A sculpture. I had never done something
like this before, and this was a blessing in disguise as I went about it in
a completely novel way. From the minute I did it, I knew I had gloriously
stumbled upon that elusive thing.”
Andries knew nothing about sculpting: “I have always been quite
handy, creative, and imaginative, but sculpting has never been an avenue
of expression for any of those traits. I wasn’t equipped for it, so I had to
use the tools at hand. In 1883, the writer George F. Pentecost published
the essay ‘The Angel in the Marble’. He described an episode from
his childhood when he knew a down-and-out sculptor who acquired
a sizeable rough piece of marble and placed it in his shed studio. He
recounted their conversation as such: “Mr. M., what are you going to

about its goals.” Then came the catalyst. A serious motorbike accident
pinned him to a hospital bed for almost three months: “There was a
very real possibility that my left foot would have to be amputated. Being
potentially handicapped for life and with plenty of time to stare at the
ceiling, the voices in my head had ample opportunity to each have their
say. Some ‘Thing’ was missing, we all agreed. And it felt like life was
slipping away rapidly without me even having figured out what that
thing was, never mind seizing it.” Relatively shortly after his return to
work, another corporate restructure came around, and his position was
made redundant. Crossroads: “I could relocate within the company, or
be retrenched and find alternative employment. I had a strong CV, but I
yearned to find my purpose. I’ve always had so many ideas in my head
of figures, designs and things I wanted to create, but never got around to,
and there was an opportunity to give some time to scratch that creative
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Welcome to the third month of the year—or, if you were born before 150
B.C., the first month of the year! According to the oldest Roman calendars,
one year was ten months long, beginning in March and ending in December.

make out of that?” Looking up kindly into my face, he said: “My boy, I am
not going to make anything out of it. I am going to find something in it.”
I did not quite comprehend, but said: “Why, what are you going to find
in it?” He replied: “There is a beautiful angel in that block of marble, and
I am going to find it. All I have to do is to knock off the outside pieces
of marble, and be very careful not to cut into the angel with my chisel.”
“So I would make a block from plywood and start to remove
everything that didn’t look like the figure in my head, using the tools I
had. I would continue until none of those tools would enable me to get
a specific task done.
“If some feature was too delicate for my non-specialized tools, or if
the tools removed material too slowly, I turned to Google and YouTube
and tried to find something that would serve the purpose. I would usually
have to order the tool from Amazon as South Africa is just not liberally
geared for supply to wood sculptors.” Andries’ arsenal improved, skills
developed, and he became more ambitious, more daring, less scared. He
says, “Wood is a cruel mistress; she does not suffer fools or mistakes
lightly. The power tools you use are built to remove material aggressively,
and they care not for wood or finger, remove is what they do. Beyond the
constant threat of physical harm, the big problem is that, once you have
removed too much wood, there is just no way of putting it back. Either
you must adjust and adapt everything to said mistake, or start over.
Wood sculpting, as with many art disciplines, requires courage. Fear can
paralyse you, but you also need it to make you take care.” After a stint
in his garage, Andries progressed to a studio. He works fulltime in that
studio on a smallholding outside of Melkbosstrand. “One of the blessings
in my daily commute to the studio, being a short trip into the sunrise,
down a gravel road through farmlands. It is in such stark contrast to the
hours and years spent in peak traffic travelling to the City. My studio has
a large sliding door, and I look onto a grassy field with some sheep and a
couple of emus.” Andries works exclusively with Laminated Birch Wood:
“It has such a unique look, and I can manipulate the form from which I
am sculpting in such a way that I waste little material. I also prefer this
medium because it is a green source. It is not some ancient Majestic Giant
that was felled for a few dollars, it is a sustainable source, and this is very
important to me.” If you ask Andries about inspiration, he’ll tell you about
his fascination with the human form. “Dancing is probably one of our
oldest forms of non-verbal expression, and I am endlessly intrigued by
our ability to portray our emotions through body language, posture, and
movement. I am also passionate about the environment. I am saddened
by our collective lack of care and by the alarming rate of consumption
relentlessly dragging us towards Dystopia as our populations increase
exponentially. I try to encourage awareness of this through my work.”
Andries is signed as a featured artist by the Agency, Art@Africa, and
his work can be viewed at the famous Clocktower Art Gallery at the V&A
Waterfront as well as affiliated Art@Africa Galleries..

CONTACT:

Andries: Andriesvisserj@gmail.com;
Gallery and Agency: dirk@artatafrica.art; Tel +27 82 774 1078;
1st Floor, Clocktower Centre, Silo District, V&A Waterfront, Cape Town
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Wine trends
to look out
for in 2020
Like any industry, the wine industry has to be fleet of foot and move with the times
in terms of consumer demands and economic trends. Take a look at four of the
upcoming wine trends

Words by Donald Griffiths
Photographs by Freepik.com
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wine estates (Backsberg Estate is the first SA producer to attain carbon
neutral status) have been at the forefront of this progression. The wine
sector is relatively small in global terms but it can be one of the leaders
on climate change, simply because it has to be in order to survive.

ith climate change, trade wars and political instability, come
a unique set of challenges that need to be addressed and
overcome to stay relevant in a crowded market place. Wine
also has – almost uniquely – the unenviable task of being a by product
of a commonly occurring agricultural commodity but also a luxury item
(unless you are French) at the same time, meaning that the normal rules
of economics don’t always apply. With all this in mind here are just four of
the many wine trends to be on the lookout for in the coming year.

Low/zero alcohol wine
Can you still take advantage of dry January and drink wine? The
answer is yes. Consumer tastes have changed and the trend is towards
lower alcohol, less heavy and fresher wines – zero alcohol is just the next
logical progression. Not a new concept by any means but with recent
huge advances in technology, it’s now possible to remove almost all the
alcohol from a wine after it’s made, retaining all the colour, fragrance and
flavour while getting rid of the stuff that makes you swear you’ll never
drink again! (we’ve all been there). It’s not cheap and because demand
is not huge – yet – you may pay more per bottle for it than your average
Saturday afternoon quaffer, but it’s now possible to drink Bordeaux
blend without the babelaas! Expect to see more and more producers
launching a low/zero alcohol range in their portfolio.

Canned wine
Yup. Wine in a can. Sure to make every wine purist and traditionalist
look down their well trained and often used nose. Plus what better noise
is there than the popping sound of a cork leaving a bottle? Romantics
I feel your pain but the logical counter argument might be if you can
put wine in a plastic bag inside a cardboard box then why not in a can?
Rapidly growing in markets such as the USA, Canada and Scandinavia,
we are already seeing canned wines come onto the market here in SA.
More convenient and lighter than glass, costing less and with less of a
carbon footprint (glass production and transport account for nearly 70%
of wine’s carbon footprint), it’s a great packaging option for every day,
easy drinking wines – but for you wine purists out there, relax! I don’t
think we will be seeing Meerlust Rubicon in a can any time soon. An
increase in choice along with the obvious benefits that cans bring to the
party mean it’s certainly a win win for everyone though. Chateau du Blik
anyone…?

Tariff and trade wars
The presidents of the USA and France have agreed to a ceasefire
on the war on import tariffs on French wine into the US – for now. But
this issue will not go away and will more than likely rear its ugly head
during the course of the year. But one person’s problem presents an
opportunity to another and exporters of wine from other countries –
including SA – are sure to be keenly keeping an eye on this dispute to
take advantage of the gap in the market that a massive increase in price
in French wines will present. What better opportunity to gain access to
the biggest wine drinking market in the world? It won’t be easy, as the
US market may well be the toughest nut to crack in terms of cultural
differences and stiff competition from a well established local market
that produces a quality product but there are glimmers of hope. SA wines
are getting more traction from US based critics and sommeliers all the
time – producers just need to make that leap of faith.
None of these trends should get in the way of your enjoyment of
wine however. The industry and the products it produces are diverse
enough to satisfy the most demanding or different of palates, and the
wine industry has collectively endured challenges before and come
through them with flying colours. One thing is for sure – many trends are
temporary but the shared love of wine by all those involved in it will
always endure.

Climate change and wine
Despite the naysayers, there is irrefutable evidence that the world’s
climate is changing. And in wine producing regions this is exacerbated drought, wildfires, soaring temperatures (in Champagne, 2018 was the
hottest year ever recorded) are all having a drastic effect on agriculture
and viticulture in particular. The Mediterranean climate in which most
vines grow is getting hotter and dryer, so much so, that this sub-climate
is shifting towards the poles and grapes are now being grown in places
that they would never have survived in a few hundred years ago. This
has prompted several established producers to be proactive and look
at more heat and drought resistant rootstock as well as cultivars –
Albarinho, Grenache, Tinta Barocca and Marselan among others are all
being experimented with in the drier, hotter regions of SA.
Necessity is the mother of invention and technological advances
in water harvesting, recycling and retainment as well as renewable
energy sources have also come on in leaps and bounds and many SA
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Meet Guy Webber
Of Hill & Dale
Guy Webber has been making wine for as long as he can remember…even when he
didn’t have access to wine grapes
Guy Webber grew up in Pretoria, and would
often experiment with making wine after school…
but due to his location, he did not have access to
wine grapes, therefore used anything he could get
his hands on to ferment, including rose petals. To
gain knowledge, he’d take books out of the library
that detailed the winemaking process, substituting
ingredients like elderberries and elderflowers for
more readily available ingredients.
Guy was accepted to study at the Elsenburg
College of Agriculture, and received a Diploma
in Viticulture and Horticulture and a Diploma in
Cellar Technology (both First Class) in 1988. He
was appointed cellarmaster at Stellenzicht wines
in Stellenbosch in 1998, before launching the
Hill & Dale range of wines in 2003. His style of
winemaking is simple, as he puts it: ‘’I like wine, and
I like making wine that people like to drink.”
Guy draws inspiration from other winemakers
and none more so than Neil Ellis, whose work he
has followed for years. He admires Neil’s attitude
and professionalism to the process and the
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resultant quality in the finished product. Guy feels
that Neil’s wines are the perfect combination of
power and elegance, while simultaneously not
being too showy…the wines should be, and are,
showstoppers all on their own.
For Guy, one of the best benefits of winning
a medal in the Michelangelo Wine & Spirit Awards
is knowing that his wines will be made available
in the premier Bidvest Airport Lounges: “Being
part of the Michelangelo ‘club’ also means that
my wine is rubbing shoulders with other good
wines”, says Guy. “Ultimately, this win is a fantastic
acknowledgement that my wines are good, and
that good wines don’t have to be expensive.” (The
winning bottle of Hill & Dale Chardonnay retails at
R50 a bottle and is available at most major liquor
stores).
Hill & Dale’s offices are on the Neethlingshof
Wine Estate, and although the wine is made using
Neethlingshof fruit, the two brands are distinct
entities. Hill & Dale is therefore not open to the
public for the time being.

MICHELANGELO | WINE & SPIRITS | ABOUT THE AWARDS

Seeking for
the best wines
and spirits
in the world?
Don’t take our
word for it!
All Michelangelo Wine & Spirits Awards Winners have been judged by an
international panel of 30 judges, hailing from 5 continents!
These Masters of Wine, International Judges, Scholars, Journalists,
Industry consultants and Educators have judged all Michelangelo
Medal Winners as among the best in the world.
To win a Michelangelo Award, any wine or spirit must score in the
top third of all entries received – and annually more than 2,000
entries are sent to Michelangelo from 12 countries.
Michelangelo Award Medals are scanned and tracked from a
staggering 94 countries across the globe.
Scan the QR codes to the right, to see which wines and spirits are
the true crème de la crème – internationally!
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At home at
Maison
Maison Estate, a glorious boutique wine farm, where you can wine, dine, overnight, taste…and
treat yourselves to a little bit of heaven. The restaurant, Chefs Warehouse, is a place of plenty

Edited by Anne Schauffer
Photographs by Claire Gunne
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Let’s sleep
Maison’s original barn - built in 1796 - has been converted into a
delightfully contemporary haven. The farmhouse features four en-suite
bedrooms, while a separate suite for two annexed to the old stable block,
is the perfect spot for a teenager or travelling staff member.
Designed for truly good living, the farmhouse is spacious and
luxurious yet well-considered and respectful of its surroundings, with
remnants of the original barn adding to the deep sense of history. Large
windows and doors blur the boundary between inside and outside.

s a fully functioning boutique wine farm, Maison Estate follows
the environmentally responsible methods of traditional French
winemaking. Owners Chris Weylandt and Kim Smith, founders
of Weylandts, have imbued the estate with an authentic aesthetic similar
to their well-known homeware and lifestyle brand. Maison is uber stylish,
and attention to detail is the hallmark of everything from accommodation
to the eatery.
Magnificently sited against the backdrop of the Franschhoek
mountains, Maison offers a perfect slice of life at a slow, relaxed pace,
enhanced by the most cool, calming and contemporary design.
Whether you soak up the South African sun and enjoy the breathtaking
views of the vineyard from the main pool deck, or snuggle up in front of a
fireplace in winter, you’ll be experiencing the Cape Winelands in the most
authentic way possible — from the privacy of your own wine farm.

Let’s Eat
Set in the picturesque, newly renovated farmhouse, the awardwinning Chefs Warehouse at Maison is about the sheer pleasure of taste.
It replaces The Kitchen at Maison. For renowned chef Liam Tomlin, this
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is his fourth sublime eatery, with three other success stories under his
belt…Chefs Warehouse and Canteen on Bree Street, Thali in Gardens
and Chefs Warehouse at Beau Constantia. Under the guidance of Tomlin,
young chef David Schneider uses fresh ingredients, based on seasonal
availability, to create a global tapas-inspired menu that incorporates a
world of different flavours in one, multi-coursed meal. The pairings of
flavours are unexpected and exciting, and for those who enjoy their food
filled with sensational surprises, Chefs Warehouse is the place to expect
the unexpected.
The combination of Chefs Warehouse’s unique menu with Maison’s
award-winning wines is the match of the millennium.
Let’s Taste
To explore the wines produced on Maison Estate, the tasting room is
a Must: “Our acclaimed wines are created with a handful of indispensible
ingredients: grapes, yeast, and time – several months, in fact – in small
French oak barrels.”

CONTACTS:

www.maisonestate.co.za;
R45, Franschhoek, Cape Town, 7690
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Sudoku

source: www.sudokuoftheday.com

EASY

MEDIUM

HARD

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Horned feature of Only Connect (5)
4. Monty Python's Flying comedy (6)
9. Peter Kay's Comedy series (7)
10. Hogwarts wizard Marcus (5)
11. Tube presented by Alex Zane (4)
12. Troubles suffered by couples in soaps (7)
13. Choir in X Factor (1,1,1)
14. Parkes featured in Doctor Who story (4)
16. Dame creation of Barry Humphries (4)
18. Foyle's drama (3)
20. Studios venue for Strictly (7)
21. Fedori playing Frieda Petrenko (4)
24. Countdown game requiring second
conundrum (5)
25. Apollo comedy (5-2)
26. Episodes in 2018 Doctor Who series (6)
27. Coronation Street theme composer Eric (5)

1. Farthing room in Dad's Army (6)
2. Coins won on Impossible (5)
3. Shaun of the Dead actor Spall (4)
5. BBC drama starring Paddy Considine (8)
6. Kevin partnering Stacey Dooley (7)
7. To Carlisle railway visited by Michael Portillo
(6)
8. Winter worker paid by Dev Alahan (5)
13. The Ebony Tower star Olivier (8)
15. Performing at the London Palladium,
perhaps (2,5)
17. Late prankstar Jeremy (6)
18. Like Griff Rhys Jones (5)
19. Comic Carrott (6)
22. Home from Home home for Hackett family
(5)
23. Cannot answer question on Mastermind (4)

© dowedo.net/Compiled by rooster
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Why should your money?

Travelling the world need not be a dream.
The simple-to-understand Flexible Annuity from
Liberty, aims to provide you with a sustainable
income during your retirement. Your dreams don’t
retire, why should your money? Do your dreams a
favour, and speak to your broker about the Flexible
Annuity from Liberty.

CHOOSE YOUR INCOME

You can choose how much income you
want to withdraw monthly.

INVEST FOR GROWTH

You can select from a different mix
of investment portfolios to meet
your objective.

LEAVE A LEGACY

The Flexible Annuity allows you
to leave a lasting legacy for your
loved ones.

ADDED BENEFITS

You get an immediate expense
benefit of N$10 000 that is
paid within 48 hours.

Liberty, the Advantage of Knowing.
For more information, contact us on +061 294 2343 or visit www.liberty.co.na
Terms and Conditions Apply.

LIFE

INVESTMENTS

INSURANCE

H E A LT H
73

MMYYEE II SSHHAA

www.myeishanamibia.com
info@myeishanamibia.com
Tel: +264 (0)81 202 8916
Workshop

Meet artisans at work
1 Groot Tiras Street
Eros | Windhoek
Monday – Friday: 07.30 – 16.30

WINDHOEK

Hilton Windhoek

Mezzanine Floor
c/o Rev Michael Scott Street
& Sam Nujoma Drive
Monday – Friday: 07.30 – 10.30
Saturday: 09.00 – 11.00
Tel: +264 (0)81 202 8916

T R E N D HAUS
Trendhaus Swakopmund

Otto Günther Courtyard
3 Tobias Hainyeko Street
Monday – Friday: 09:00 – 17:00
Saturday: 09:00 – 13:00
Tel: +264 (0)64 402 621

Journeys
OFFERING

Q UI N T E S S E N T I A L

A DV E N T U R E S

www.journeysnamibia.com

myeishaNAMIBIA

myeisha_namibia
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HOLDING PAGE
BLAK ADVERTISING 1

blakadvertising.com

MADE FROM

NAMIBIA

SCAN FOR MORE

Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18.
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